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SIR, 
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volume, not as an attempt to discharge even the least of 
my obligations to your disinterested kindness ; for, in thi» 
respect, I must remain forever your debtor ; but as an 
evidence of the pure esteem I feel for that patriotic ardor 
which incites you to promote whatever can in any way 
eonduce to the welfare of Denmark. 

Should this attempt to delineate my native country be rc» 
ceived with any portion of indulgence, cither here, or at 
HOME, the whole must be ascribed to the interest you have 
taken in making it public* 

Permit me to remain, 
Sir, 
With unfeigned gratitude, 
Most faithfully your*f, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Hamfiatead Grovcy 

Sefit, 9, 1804. ^ 



PREFACE. 



IT might be as welU perhaps, if I sent this book into^ 
the worid without a Preface ; unce, to be candid) the rea- 
sons for and against one, are nearly on a balance. Yet, as 
every author is expected to say something of his own per« 
formance, although it should amount to no more than a 
specious promise, which his labours do not justify, 1 shall 
venture a few words. Being but a novice in the world of 
letters and mankind, (which by the bye, my reader's own 
penetration will S€)on discorcr) I must begin with observe 
ing, that the most necessary ingredient towards my sue* 
cess, is public indulgence, which I may, perhaps, hope 
for, as not always the most deserving are the most ca« 
ressed. 

A few partial fnends, enamoured with Shakespeare's 
portrait of Hamlet, suggested to me the idea of present- 
ing the Public with some information concerning our 
country. 

' It seems to have been the peculiar province of German 
travellers to augment their bulky volumes of incompre* 
hensible &lsehood, with visionary details on the state of 
Denmark. Naturally, phlegmatic, their splenetic mindsi 
and jaundiced eyes, distort or discolor every object they 
encounter ; and their chaotic brains give an bideotts aqpe«t 
to the prospect wlucb sorrounda them* 

A 9 



^#^ 



To censure with justice^ to commend with reason, to im* 
struct with pleasantry, are passports to interest or win the 
hearty unkown to the Germans who have written on Den- 
mark ; which would be more ea^y understood were I to 
enumerate the volumes of travels that appear at Leipsigt 
fidr after fair, describing countries their authors never saw. 
That Denmark has suffered from such unjust delineation, 
is most true, but with the intelligent reader, the mass of 
contempt fidlson the impostor, who, £iom sinister motives 
thus seeks to mislead. 

These travellers, on chamber-horses, possess a certaun 
talent of making their style palatable to the world ; they 
excel in pomposity, at least they make it current^ it is 
theit fiasse fiar tout; it helps them through all their diffi- 
culties, it enables them to exceed probability, and set pos- 
sibility at defiance; such is the German recipe for book- 
making. But as they have at length found out that inju- 
ries are punishable, and that insults will, sooner or later, be 
resented ; they have adcyptcd a moot in^:eBious subterfuge^ 
now universally in vogue, which is to palliate all that pre- 
judice, rancour, and dullness can engender, with this pu- 
siHanimous apology: « I should, indeed, be very much 
« misunderstood, were it to be thought I meant any thing 
« offensive." This is "their dernier resort, equally miser- 
able and disgraceful. 

Impressed with this maxim of Johnson « that no crime 
€€ is more infamous^an the violation of truth," 1 have en- 
dcavoured, as n uch as possible, not to deviate from it. 
J3ut It is still probable some may tliink, that although I 
jiave told the truth, 1 have, not told all the truth; that 
native prejudice has directed my pen, and my head and 
,,eart have cheerfully obeyed the impulse — I o those I 
^feall reply, that I have attempted to describe such subjects 
^ly as my personal information made me intinu^te with. 
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A more diffusive delineation would have required ability 
beyond my pretensions, I have chosen the country for 
my subject ; its metropolis lies open to every observer. 

I have little more to add, except that I have never, in 
this work, consulted a^y other than the following writertt 
and to.them I have been but once or twice indebted. 

Great and good deeds of Danes ^ JVbrwegutns^ and HoUtein» 
itmsy by Ove Mailing. 

77ie fiosthumotis works of O, J, Samsoe. 

And the Tragedy of Mtels Ebbesen^ by Mr. Sander, 

Repeated excursions into the country from my earlieil'' 
observation to my twentieth year, have furnished the re- 
inainder. 

As to my style, I trust I sshall be excused from any Ds^- 
Bish idiom which may have marred the true English, 
when my plea is a residence of scarcely two years in tMs 
eountry. 
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1 HAD contra£ied an iatimacy with a young gentle- 
man at Copenhagen, who came from Norway^ to enter 
himfelf a ftudent at our Upiverfity y and we propofed, 
in the Summer of 1802, to make an excurfion into the 
country. We fct off in the month of June, by the 
Wcftcrn gate, clofe without which the glorious monu- 
ment (lands on the high road, in commemoration of 
the emancipation of the peafants. 

Four figures of white marble, emblematical of peace, 
plenty, content, and induftry, occupy the corners of 
the pedeftal from the centre of which rifes a beautiful 
pyramid. On one fquare of the bafe it is written, 
« For ChriJHan denfyvende de Danjkes og Nor/kes Konge 
af eenigeog taknemmelige Borgere^* And on the other, 
*^ Grundfteenen blev lagt af Frederik Kon gens Son j Fol^ 
kets Ven. 1792."f The body^f the pyramid contains 

"• ■ « 
* << To Chriftiao the Seventh, King of the Danes and Norwegians, 

" from united agd grateful citizens." 

t " The foundation ftone was laid by Frederick, fon of the king^ 

" the friend of the people. I79»." 
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two infcriptions» purportingi that the king confidered 
liberty, rationally excrcifed, as an incentive^ to vir- 
tuC) — a promoter of happinefs, and a ftimulus to loy- 
alty and patriotifm. 

Such a monument cannot but gratify the feelings of 
every beholder. The affluent, who coigmiferated the 
former fufferings of the ruftics, rejoice at the triumph 
of humanity 5 while the pealantry contemplate it with 
cnthufiafm, as defcriptive of their rcfcue from flavery, 
and their elevation to that rank in fociety, which^js the 
prerogative of human beings* Even the ilranger is in- 
terefted ; on viewing it, he conceives a favourable 
opinion of the government which ftudies to give hap- 
pinefs to thofe, whofe anceftry, by refigning their 
rights and privileges to the crown^ eftablifhed the 
bafis of its independence. 

The road, on either fide, leads td large, iiandfome, 
and even magnificent houfes. At fome little diilance 
from the pyramid it branches into an avenue on the 
right, compofcd of fix regular rows of lofty lime trees. 
Thefe lead to Frederickfberg, over fertile and highly 
cultivated fields; many of which have latterly been 
metamorphofed into gardens ♦ furrounding elegant and 
fanciful villas. Thus, this delightful avenue aflumes 
an appearance, which, encouraged, will rival in talle, 
and natural beauties, the firft cities of the world. 

As foon as the gates are opened on a Sunday after- 
noon,* immenfe crowds flock along this road. The* 

* The gates are always 0itit during iirlnc ferTice. 
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arcnue fills with company, who ramble to the Royal 
Gardens, or the village, were the ear is entertained 
with mufic, from every quarter. Mirth and feftivity 
are univerfal and good order pervades the whole. 

We entered the gardens, and pafled fome agreeable 
hours in viewing the different improvements. They 
are not, however, equally deferving commendation ; 
particularly the canal atid water fall. But the grotto, 
•which embowers the fpring, and the fingularly beauti- 
ful terpentine walks, which conduct you, as it were, 
^through irregular paths of uncultivated nature, deferve 
particular notice. The tafte here difplayed by Mr. 
Hauch, the projector, is highly flattering to His talents. 
Let me add, this nobleman's profou^id refearches in ' 
natural philofophy, as well as his official condu£i; as 
marihal of the court, entitle him to univerfal approba- 
tion and efteem. 

The palace -ftands on a beautiful eminence, and 
forms a coup d'oeil, particularly attrai^tive. Lime 
trees, in romantic groups, range along the declivity on 
the fide facing the gardens, through the middle of 
which a rjch lawn has been levelled down the flope. 

^rhe profpefts from this hill are every way pieafing, 
but not equally (Iriking. If the eye wanders, in vain, 
for mountains, catara^s, precipices, or cafcades, the 
heart, at leaft is gratiHed j it contemplates a country 
made fertile by the cheerful labors of an induftrious 
peafantry. 
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The profped from that fide of the pilace whicb 
faces Copenhageiii is the moft interefting* 

To the left lies the avenue leading to Fredericfberg, 
overtopping a multitude of well contrafted houfes and 
gardens, which extend and vaniQi, amid ft the larger 
edifices of the weftem fubucb, The view is bound- 
ed by the fpire of the monument. 

To the right an arm of the Baltic divides Zealand 
from the Ifland of Amack, where innumerable flocks 
are feen to graze, giving you, at once, a clear idea of 
the induftry and wealth of its inhabitants. 

In the centre, Copenhagen prefents itfelf with a de- 
gree of f[5lendor and grandeur difficult to be defcribed* 
Its numerous towers, one of which is 380 feet high, 
majeftically rear their heads above the lofty buildings 
fprung up from the afhes of that part of the city, 
which was deftroyed 4n 1795; and are calculated to 
imprefs the traveller with ideas of its prefent magnifi- 
cence, equal to thofe of former times, when the gorge- 
ous palace of Chriftianfborg, ;;ind the ancient church 
of St Nicholas enriched the fcene. But there is this 
eflenttal difference, formerly the attrafbion lay in its 
exterior, now it is transferred to the interior ; and al- 
though the nxafTy piles of ruins may feem to derogate 
from its importance, the deficiency is amply fupplied 
by its internal beauties. 

The perfpe^ve is enlivened by innumerable veflels 
paiBng to and from the Baltic, which lofe themfelves 
behind Copenhagen, re-appear, and glide down the 
Sound^ between the fliores oi Zealand and thofe of 
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Sweden 5 which, together with the Iflc of Hvecir, are 
alfo vifible from this hill. 

The palace is not large, but it is handfome; and it8 
delightful fituation, and vicinity to the city, render il; a 
moil eligible retreat for the Prince Royal. Here, in 
the bofom of his family, this amiable Prince repofes 
from the fatigues of an unremitted attention to the du« 
tiea of hi& exalted ftation. How dexterotifly he fteers 
his bark along ^e dangerous (hoal of politicly the 
world has often witnefled with admiration. 

The fteady adherence to his word which attends all 
this Prince's anions has eftablifhed his cbara^er both 
as a ruler, and a man, with every judicious and impar^ 
tial foreigner. But with his own countrymen it has 
given birth to fentiiments of confidence and attachment^ 
which, co-operating with his exertions, bid fair to 
preferve a country, wbofe real happinefs lies in itSt 
own lap. 4 

Difappointed ambition is. completely filenced ; de- 
figning malice isdivefled ot its power, and the people, 
confident in their Supreme, look up to him with reli- 
ance, for the fafety of their rights, and the promotioq 
of their welf^. 

The Prince married Maria, daughter of Prince 
Charles, Stadtholder of Holftein. Several children 
were the fruit of their union, of whom, the Princefs 
Carolina is the only furvivor. She is about ten years 
old, but excluded from inhariting the crown by the 
laws of Denmark, which confifne the fucceffion to heirs 
male. Ihis has feveral times afforded the people 
grounds to evince their afFedion to the Ptincc, by 

B 
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expftffing their heartfelt regret, that the throne of 
Denmark was not likely to be filled by his immediate 
defcendant, but it was never more lively manifeftcd 
tlian on the 13th of February, 1802. 

In the morning of that day the cannon announced 
the delivery of the princefs. The people anxioufly 
liftened for a fecond, and third difchargc,* but their 
iviihes were fruftrated, and the gloom of difappoint* 
snent wds evident in every face. Notwithftanding 
which, when night approached, all facrificed their per- 
gonal feelings. The city was illumined, and the hut 
emulated the palace in teftifying cordial fcntiments of 
loyalty and joy. 

When the Princefs was fufficicntly recovered to go 
ubfoad, (he vlfited the theatre. The Areets, through 
which the Royal family had to pafs, were brilliantly 
cmbellifhed with devices, and otherwife difpofed to 
give eclat to the occafion. 

On the Royal perfonages entering their box, they 
were, quite contrary to cuftom, greeted with the en- 
thufiaftic acclamations of the audience ; and at their 
departure from the theatre, the populace, amid thun- 
dering huzzas, furrounded the Royal party, with 
fuch eagernefs and impetuofity, that the guards were 
compelled to recede, and fuffer them to follow the 
carriage. 

This circumftance rccals to my mind the reply 
of Frederick the Fourth, to the French Ambaflador, 
when the latter, with furprife, remarked, that His 
Slajeily lived at his country feat without any guards. 

t On the birth of « Prince the guns are fired three times* 
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" I am fafc in the arms of my people," anfwered the 
King. 

But the fenfe of the people cannot be conveyed ia 
ftronger language, than by relating the following anec* 
dote : «* A gardener, in l^Torway, having injured his 
«« private fortune through his zeal to promote the in- 
^« terefts of horticulture in that country, died, leaving 
*« his faoiily without any .other means of fupport than 
** their claim on the gratitude and juftice of the pub^ 
** lie, in whofe welfare he had facrificed his all. 

« Their cafe was made known, and their diftreft 
<^ relieved. Among others, one gentleman particular- 
<< ly diflinguifhed himfelf ; he fent 50 dollars to the 
<* poor family, in a letter concluding with thefe 
<* words, — Let us all hope^ the approaching delivery of 
•* the Princefs Royaly may hleft this country nvith another 
«* Chrijiian the Fourths This elegant, impreffive note^ 
was fully defcriptive pf the feeUngs of the people to- 
wards their prefent good and gallant prince \ and 
formed a pleafmg union of humanity and loyalty. 

Juft as we were about to leave the gardens, the Prince 
Royal and his confort entered them, privately, to en- 
joy an evcfning's walk free from form. The intereft- 
ing fight detained us fome time longer, when wepur- 
fued our way towards Roeflcilde Inn, eight miles dif- 
tant from the metropolis. Here we fojourned for the 
night, and fet off at fun-rife. r. 

Thofe who are acquainted with what the Rate of this 
country was twenty or thirty years ago, muft exult at 
the change time has made for the better. To thofe 
who are not, it may not, perhaps, be uninterefting to 
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know, how changes fo beneficial could have been pro- 
duced in fo ihort a period. 

Formerly, when you met a peafant driving his wag- 
gon to market, the appearance of hioifelf and every 
thing about him, gave you an idea of forced obe- 
dience. Inftead of alacrity, you faw fullennefs on his 
brow I inftead of the cheerful huibandman, whiftling 
with the fruits of his labor, to a market, you beheld a 
iQave toiling for a mercilefs mafter. Encouraged by 
no one, but opprefled by many, he dragged his un- 
willing fteps flowly along, reluctantly yielding to the 
firong neceffity which robbed him of his beft produce, 
.to fatisfy the unfeeling claims of thofe, whofe only 
merit was the accidental fuperiority of their birth ; fo 
that the fruit of his toils was certain ruin. ' If he dared 
to remonftrate, he was chaftifed; if his lands did not 
thrive he was called lazy, and tarneu out of his farm 
by the lord of the manor. If induftrious, and his farm 
improved, he was difmiffed by my lady, who always 
found out feme deferving favorite to reap the lewards 
of this poor man's induftry. His old age was uncheer- 
cd by the fruits of thofe trees he had planted in his 
youth ; and his death-bed unconfoled by the comforts 
he might have left his children. 

Such, and numberlefs other, abufes, at length, 
made the peafant fupine, fpiritlefs, and unfit for en- 
terprife. The gloom extended to every thing around 
him, the houfes, lands, cattle, ail were tinftured with 
his wretchcdnefs. 

When I, therefore, refleft on his miferable lot, I 
cannot fufficiently refpedl and admire thofe proprietors- 
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of lands whole philaathropy was aroufed In his behalf. 
I pafs with filent reverence every ftone by which the 
freed peafants mark the bleffing, and their gratitude 
to their deliverer. Such an one is now juft before ^e ; 
it was ere£led in honour of M. LaiTen, Councellor of 
Juflice, and proprietor of Cathrinebierg. 

Vaflalage was abolifhed. The lands were parcelled 
out in lots, upon which farm houfes were ere<3:ed, and 
thofe peafant's only remained in the village whofe lands 
were contiguous. This arrangement made the pea- 
fant his own maftqr,* He could now aft according 
to his own judgment; he had jnereJy his own benefit 
to confult; not that of others; ftill, when it is confi- 
dered, how prevalent the influence of ancient ufage is. 
over the mind , it will not be difficult to fuppofe^ that 
in this alteration, evils, at leaft imaginary, obtruded 
themfelves. i he change, therefore, rather depreflcd 
than encouraged the peafant, who found himfelf in a 
dilemma from which he knew not how to extricate 
himfelf. He was tranfplanted* as it were, into a dif- 
ferent foil. He quitted a farm of which he knew the 
good and bad qualities, and was inverted with, per- 
haps, fome fterile fpot, oif an allotment of a common* 
But now an agricultural fociety was formed, which re- 
warded individual exertions in hufbandry. 

This refpe£table body brought the peafants to a 
fcnfe of the folid advantages they poffefled in the 

• When parrnerAip among the peafants exifted, they met 
every Sunday, to confult un the ways in which they (hould per- 
form their work in the different feafons. Xhc will ©f (he iw^ 
tority wa^decifivc. 
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change, and made them comprehend, that the weUare 
and comforts of every man were within his own pow- 
er. The peafants were aroufed from their torpidity ; 
a^il^ity and diligence took the lead, and aiming at 
fuccefs, they attained it. 

While indulging thefe rcfie£iion8, cheered by the 
froiling fertility of the furrounding country, we im- 
perceptibly reached the valley, in which Roeskilde^ 
the mod ancient town of Zealand, is fituated. As it 
has been conftantly^StTnir^JeSRtnc^i nothing particular 
can be faid in its favor, except what its pleafant fitua* 
tion claims. It is built on a branch of the Jifefiord, 
the banks of which form a ftrikin^ contrail. To the 
left arc vaft forefts of oak, through which, at inter* 
vals, various fpires and (leeples (leal upon the view, 
and to the right lie innumerable corn fields, interfperf- 
ed with infulated fsrms. 

We entered the town; and put up at the Cgn of the 
Prince, where a cheerful-looking landlady welcomed 
us with much good humor. Having refled a little, 
we u alked out to view the town, and particularly the 
Cathedral, which contains the remains of all our Royal 
family for ages pail. The building,* though very ex- 
tenfive, has been increafed by^a maufoleum, for the 
receptipn of future kings. 

We beheld the retting place of Chriftian the Fourth, 
a king who held the balance of juftice in equal fcales; 
who confulted, in all things, the good of his fubjeAs; 
he was happy in an honorable peace, but when pro- 
voked by injuries^ the firft to meet dangers in main* 
taioing the rights of his people. His virtues have pro* 
cured him the furname of Great. 
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In Ae 14th year of kis^ age he ptefided in the Sa« 
preme Court of Juftice, when three noblemen were 
tried for having afiaulted^ and maimed another of their 
rank, the peers attempted to extenuate the ofience^ 
and pretended that it was not cognizable by the ]aw9. 

5< Is there no paflage in the cude,^ demanded 
Chriftian, << to puniffi fuch a crime?'' 

The Chancellor replied in the negative; but added, 
that the laws*of Schonen ordained^ •« that if any one 
«« (hall cut off both the hands of a flave, the oflFender 
« {hall pay three marks, and make compenfation to 
<« to his mailer.^* 

The peers, interrupting him, contended, that the 
laws of Schonen were not the laws of Jutland \ that 
thofe quoted by the Chancellor w.ere obfolete, having 
been written in the days of flavery. 

'« What/' rejoined the king, " (hall a flave in Scho- 
<' nen be prote£ted, and a nobleman in Jutland have no 
*< right ? When . men of rank (hew the world they 
*« have neither virtue nor honor, by perpetrating foul 
« offences, they (hall forfeit that rank they are no lon- 
<< ger worthy to hold, and pay a fine. This do we 
« adjudge,** 

Whether in the clofet, in the field, or on the fea, 
Chriftian was invariably great. Happy would it have 
been for Denmark, 4iad his plan been adopted of rid- 
ding himfelf of foreign adventurers, who have fincc 
been a fcourge to the country. 

A merchant from Hamburgh prefented a propofal 
for (ome grand plan to the king, who received it, but 
returned no anfwer. The merchant, at length, grew 
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importunate^ and addrefled a letter to His Majeftjr, 

requefting, if he (hould not approve his projeA, that 
he would not difclofe it to any one. 

Chri(lian,aware of the German's finefie» whofe obje£l: 
was to attach confidence to himfelf and his plans^ re- 
turned him all his papers, with this replyi in (Terman^ 
** Can you keep a fecret? I can/* 

But in his 68th year« Chridian the Fourth added 
everlailing glory to his name. He commanded, in per- 
fon, thirty feven (hips of war, and failed for the Baltic 
in purfuit of the Swedifli fleet, under Admiral Fleming. 
They met. 

During the engagement a ball killed or wounded 
t\yelve or thirteen perfons immediately around the 
King, and a fpHnter ftruck out his right eye. His Ma- 
jefty fell down fenfelefsi upon which a failor exclaim- 
ed, <« All is loft! The King is killed !" «* Never mind 
«' that.'* cried another, " the King was but one man !" 
The Royal Tar recovering at this moment, looked up, 
and faid, « ^M-jaj^e righti^ nijjgood 
*< one m^n.^ 

The wound was drefled, and a white handkerchief* 
bound^acrofs his Majefty's forehead, which he covered 
with a Ted cap ; and continued on the quarter deck, 
commanding till midnight, when the enemy gladly re- 
treated. .^ 

This outline may, perhaps, (hew how defervedly 
dear the name of Chriftianthe Fourth is to the Daniih 
nation. 

* The handkerchief is ftill prefcrvec!, as a great curiofity, m the 
Palace of Rofenborg, at Lopenhagen* 
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We left the church to vifit the fprings, frcrni which 
this town derives its n^me. The water is fo excellent^ 
that it is conveyed hy pipes to the palace of Chriftianf- 
borg* a diftance of fixteen miles ; where a pump is 
cre£bed for the fol^ accommodation of thofe who choofe 
to pay for it. 

Having fcen every thing worthy our attention, we 
returned to our good humoured hoftefs, ^d confirm- 
ed the favourable prefentiment we had formed. Wc 
were wellferved, charged reafonably, and left the Inn 
highly pleafed with our entertainment. 

We ndw direfted our route towards Hilleroed, a 
market town famous for a caftie called Fredericksborg* 
ifl^ft^r having proceeded a confiderable way, it occur- 
red to me, that we might, by taking the circuitous, 
route through Horn's Hcrred, have furveycd Jaegerf- 
priis, - a country feat belonging to Prince Frederick. 
The Prince has erefted monuments, in his gardens, to 
thofe great men, who have, in their diflererit capacities, 
{ignalized themfelvfes for the good and glory of their 
country. From that place we would have recrofled 
the branch of the Jifefiord, and come to Frederickf- 
vaerk, an extenfive cannon Foundry, eftabliflied by the 
late General Claffen. But as my friend fcemed to 
cherifh no particular difpafition for undertaking that 
journey, we purfued the plan we had originally fet out 
with. 

The numerous fpires of the caftie of Frederickfborg 
now appeared in the horizon, and we mounted an 
eminence whence we beheld the gothic caftie, as it 
were, floating in the lake below. The town of Hlllc- 
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Tcry picturefque fcene. There are gardens to all the 
houfes, which dope dowa to the water's edge ; while 
the other fide difplays corn fields in high cultivation, 
mingled with avenues, and ciofed hj woods Uiat con* 
fine the view to a very limited compafs. 

The town is fmall and inconfiderablci yet much vi- 
fited on account of the fingular caille, whofe majeflic 
appearance excites univerfal admiration. 

It now prefented itfelf to our view ; our curiofity 
increafed with every (lep we took, bat the fatigue of j 
our day's journey was ftill more prevalent, and wcdc-! 
ferred the furvey till morning. 

It happened to be Sunday ; we proceeded to the gra- 1 
, tification of our wiOies. Approaching the caftle, we 
were furprifed to fee various indentures on the gate, 
which were gilt, and fcattered over the furface. On 
inquiry, we found they were intended to reprefent ira- 
preffions of childrens' feet, and that the fancy originat- 
ed in the following anecdote : 

When King Chriftian the Fourth declared his in- 
tention to ere6t this building in the lake, his miriiAers, 
and officers of ftate, ventured to argue with His Ma- 
jelly on the impoffibility of the undertaking. But the 
King perfifted in his defign, which every one ridiculed 
as a childifh attempt, and the caftle was completed ; 
when he, to perpetuate his fpirit for cnterprife and 
perfetrerance, caufed thcfe marks to be imprinted on 
the gate. 

The number of fpires which rife from this ftupen- 
dous edifice are faid to be 365, Which, together witJit 
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its mafly walls, the Aillncfs and folemnity of the pla^e^ 
and the confufed chattering of immenfe flocks of jack«* 
daws, which inhabit the towers, tilled me with ftrange 
fenfations. 

It being the hour for divine fervice, I propofed that 
y^c ihould go to church, and afterwards return to the 
caflle. The church is a very neat building, and its 
interior prefents a Gnguiar fpe£lacK , the walls being 
lined with an incredible number of the efcutcheons o£ . 
our nobility. 

<« Pray gentlemen," civilly aflced a man who con- 
• eluded we were ftrangers, <' xlo you wifh to fee our 
« Saviour ? We thanked him, and faid, « nYcs/' He 
conclu£^ed us to a heavy mafs of filver, modelled in 
the form of Chrift. ** There were," continued the 
man, ** his twelve apoftles, but they are gone away. 
*« When Charles the 9th, of Sweden, poiefled him- J 
*< felf of great part of the ifland, including the 
«* he carried them oSy faying to our Saviour,**^'* Tou 
<* may fiay^ but your difaples Jbah go into the world fir 
«« the benefit of mankind:* C^^^i^to^^J^fli**^ 
From church we proceeded to furvey the interior 
of the caftle, which, however, prefented nothing to 
engage our attention^ excepting the peafant maid who 
(hewed us the apartmentQ ; her (ingular drefs and man- 
ners vifibly interefted my friend. Nor was I left 
pleafed with the fafcinating fimplicity of her whole ap^ 
pearance, fo fuperior to the imitations of our dafhing 
belles, who, at times, borrow the ruftic garb, but 
cannot complete the metamorphofis by aiTumin^ the 
ruftic's peculiar graces. 
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Her petticoat was of ^een tafieta ; her pale }mik 
Blk corfet which being made to her fliape^ difplayed 
all the fymmetry of her fine form ; while a filken cap, 
entwined with gold, fat clofe to her face, jnUi per- 
mitting her features to peep forth, and expre(s-a coun- 
tenance which the fancy of no painter could equal.^ 
My friend kindly aiked her a very natiyal queftion $ 
flie caft down her fine blue eyes, and with a figh an- 
fwered, ihe had now no friend 5 <• He fell/' faid fhc, 
" lad year in the battle, yet I grieve not fo much for 
« myfelf ; he died for his country',— it was a noble 
« end, — but he might have become a firm fupporterof 
«' my aged parents^ if diftrefs fliould ever befal them." 
We noticed to her, that fhe had as juft a claim. as 
.others to benefit by the' generaf fubfcription.* Her 
reply won my heart. " i here are widows, orphans, 
^ « and wounfied enough,*' anfwered this lovely daugh- 
.^ner of fimplicity, «« to (hare the juft reward of their 
«« grateful country; my parents will foon leave this 
.** world, and honefty, with induftry, vi^ill help mc 
«« 'thro*i5ff! ik't ^^ l*U<kii a painter, the portrait of 
this afFc<5Ving girl (hould have graced this page ! 

The leading people here have formed a club, be- 
Cdes, what they call in Denmark, a focie^y for Ihoot- 
ing at the bird. He who brings down the numbered 
piece of ironf w^ich covers the lower part of the bird's 

• Several young women whofe lovers were killed in the kittle. 
Applied for, and received relief from the committee of the patriotic 
fund. 

t. The feveral parts of the bird are covered with iron, differentlr 
numbered, and though all the wood may be fliot away, no prize is 
adjudged before the numbered iron comet down. 
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body, receives the higheft prize, and i« entitled Bird 
King for the enfuing year. But the prize, which is 
of no great value, and the honor of wearing about two 
yards of green ribband, are poor compenfations to the 
winner for the expenfe of the fplendid entertainment, 
which cuftom has made a law, on his elevation to this 
dignity. People, therefore^ of good fenfe, or mode« 
derate fortune, ufually decline the expcnfive honors 
attendant on fuccefs^ and fire at random when they 
find the bird almoft ready to fall. 

The next objefl to attra£b our attention was the 
Royal ftud, which is bred in this neighbourhood. I 
can fay nothing in favor of it, as the horfes are nei- 
ther fo handfome as thofe of Funen, nor fo ftrong as 
thofe of Jutland. The origrnal (lock has been fo often 
croiTed by Engliih, SpanUh, and Arabian horfes, that 
the breed which thispradice was defigned to improve^ 
is very much degenerated Their colts are puny and 
feeble from their birth -, defeats, which the idlenefs 
they are reared in, till at the age of four and five years^ 
is faid to increafe. This I am the more inclined to 
believe, as farmers, and others, by croihng their breed 
with the Royal (tock, have produced colts of a very 
fuperior quality. But thefe people put their horfes to 
work when two years old, which requiring additional, 
food, gives them additiqnal vigour. This is con:olxK 
rated by the Rev. Mr. Hoegh, in his excellent Treatifc. 
on eftablifcing an improved Syftem of Agriculture in. 
Denmark. 

Having pafled two very pleafent days at HiJIeroed^: 
we proceeded to Fredenlborg, tal^ng the road whidi 
C 
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winds along the remains of the beautiful oak wood) 
whofe foliage once hid the village; of Groenholt. 

The late king was extremely partial to the chafe^ 
and it was his cuftom to hunt the (lag in this wood, 
par force^ (as they term it in Denmark). At his death 
the ftags dimini(hed| the oaks difappeared, and the 
weary traveller feeks with difficulty a ftieltcr from the 
fcorching fun. 

The ploughman now traverfes thofc paths where 
formerly the gaudy pageant pafled; he turns up the 
glebe, roots out the remains of the fallen oak^ arid 
prepares the foil for agriculture. Still we endeavour 
to fliew our regret for the loft woods, by fupplying 
new plantations, but the trees for twenty years to come 
will only maintain the appellation they have borne 
thefe ten years pail, that of fine (hrubs. In (hort, we 
have proved, that it is much eafier to deflroy than to 
. raife ; and I do not fee what can fave our poftcrity from 
fuffering the extremity of cold. 

The economical fociety lately eftablifhed at Copen- 
hagrn may, perhaps, refcue the remnants of our woods 
frdm cotal deftrudion, if it fucceeds in eftablifhing a 
regular importation of coals from the Faro i flea. But 
the fociety is in its infancy, and the apprehenfions they 
entertain of not being able to carry their point, deter 
many from venturing on the undertaking. Hitherto 
they have only been able to fend one (hip annually to 
thofe iflands for coals. Much public fpirit is wanted 
to give vigour to the plan, and much more to remave 
the obftacles which, at prefent, impede its fuccefs. 
The mod formidab]« is> that the Engliih have the 
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power to underfcll us in that article, as thofc tradings 
to the Baltic ballaft many of their vciTels with coals; 
and difcharge them at Copenhagen, The voyage is 
fcarcely impeded by this litile delay, which feldom ex* 
ceeds fourteen days, and that is amply repaid by the 
freight of the cargo^ While, as our fhips muft be fit- 
ted out purpofely.for this voyage, it ufually extends to 
four or five months, and depends for all cxpenfes on 
the fuccefs of a Cngle. cargo. 

On entering the village of Groenholt, we obferved 
a ftork's neft on the churchy which we found engrofled 
the intereft jof the whole village. There were two 
birds, and the ruftics carefully provide them materials 
to build vvith, and guard them from the wanton pranks 
of the mifchievous. One of them flew over our heads 
with food for Its companion, which was perched up- 
on the back of the church, tending her young brood. 

The bell now ftruck eight, and we had a long road 
before us ; but the evening being extremely fine, and 
my friend making the propofition, we. determined oa 
feeking a fupper in one of the cottages. 

We entered beneath a neat-lookmg roof, and having 
made known our wifhes to a clean, tidy-looking wo- 
man, flie gave us a hearty welcome. Every thing wc 
faw difplayed the attentive houfcwife, and increafed 
our good will for our hoftefs.- On an oaken table (he 
fpread a clean cloth and ferved up fupper, confifting 
of a difh of four milk ftrewed with grated rye bread, 
and powdered fugar, bread, frefh butter, and fomc 
new laid eggs. Appetite feafoned this fimple repaft^ 
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While we fat at fupper, a hale, hearty man, enter- 
ed the room, Mrbom we found to be our hoft^ led me 
to tranfpofe the beautiful lines of Giay : 

** The bnfy houfewife ply'd her erenmg care, 

* The children ran to lifp their fire's return, 

^ And climb his knee, the envied kiis to fliare." 

Shortly after, a grey headed man joined us; he was 
the father of our hoftefs, and had been many years 
fince a foldier. The veteran placed himfelf in an arm- 
ed chair. Cheerfulnefs fat on his brow, and his. old 
age was a perfed pif^ure of content. He began a 
lively converfatton, related anecdotes of the fervice, 
and dwelt with peculiar delight on the new regula- 
tions, whfch do away the old eftablifhcd cuflom of en- 
lifting. Germans for our army. «< Could any thing be 
« more difgraceful," he exclaimed, indignantly, «* than 
" our reforting to foreign aid ? as if we who are born 
« on, and enjoy the fruits of, this foil, were deemed 
«* unable to defend it. And to what purpofe, after 
«* all, did this foreign aid tend ? Is it not probable, 
** that we ftiould have had more trouble in preventing 
"mercenaries from deferring^ than we fliould have 
'« found difBcuIty in oppofing the enemy ? I will re- 
*« late an anecdote," continued the old man, in an ani- 
mated tone, " of which 1 was an eye witnefs, to cor- 
" roborate my argument : 

«« When our troops marched to HolAein to oppdfe 
« the Ruflfians, (whofe intended plans were given up 
«' oh account of the death of the Emperor Peter the 
*• Third) we encamped in expeftation of meeting the 
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^' enemy. Our German foldiers deferted in fachinal- 
^ titudes, that the Commanding Officer found it un« 
*< fafe to entruft the out-pofts to* any but natives ; and 
*<„ an order was iflucd, that no foldier (hould ftray more 
«« than a certain diflanpe from the camp. One even- 
ed ing, a German, wifliing to follow his countrymen^ 
•« had already exceeded the Kmited bounds, when he 
*« was hailed by a Norwegian fentry,'* « Who goes 
«< there ?* «* The German making no reply, the fentry 
«« levelled his piece, arid ihot him ; the report caufing 
" an alarm in the camp, the circumftaniSes foon reach- 
<< the eatrs of the Prince of Berrtburg, who immediate- 
« ly wertt to the fentinel, commended his vigilance, 
*< and offered him a handful of ducats, but the brave 
«^* Norwegian ftedfaftly refufed the reward, afTuring 
** the Prince, he did not (hoot men for money. The 
^« Prince, however, perfifting to urge him, he, at 
« length, took one ducat, which he bad he would keep 
«< to fhew his countrymen, be had received a prefent 
« from a prince.* 

It was near eleven when we broke up, and afked 
for the reckoning, but our good hoft would not be pre- 
vailed upon to receive any remuneration. We left 
the cottage highly impreffed with this bofpitality, and 
proceeded to Fredenfborg, which we reached about 

* Thit anecdote is alfo related in St»re •ggode HatuBingtr afDoM/H^ 
Ndrjke ag Hoyieenere^ famkde ved Ove Maying (Great aod good deeds 
of Danes, Norwegiaqa, and Holfteioians, colleded by Ove Mai* 
ling, a work, which, in plain unembellifhed language^ records 
thofe noble traits which grace the hiftory of our country, and fomtj; 
an invalnafak acquifition to the literature of Pcnimtk* 

C 2 
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twelve o'clock* The diftance was fcarcelj two inikd> 
but the night was uncommonly fine^ and as we hare 
in our ifland* no apprehenfion of robbers^* we indulged 
the fcene at our leifure. 

Freden(borg, fituated on the Lakfe of Efrom, "whicb 
18 one. of the largeft in the ifland> forms a verjr confi- 
derable village. It is f unrounded by woods» and from 
its exquifite fituation has been adorned with a Royal 
Palace, which, though at prefent uninhabited, ranks 
with the more elegant order of buildings* Its gardens 
are extremely beautiful; the lawn, abounding with 
figures from the heathen mythology, fronts the palace, 
and flopes down to the lake. But tSie moft interefting 
ipot is the Norwegian Dale, ornamented with a dou- 
ble circle of ftatues in Norwegian marble, which re- 
prefent the various coftumesof Norway. Nature and 
art feem to have rivaled each other in rendering this 
place enchanting. Their combined efforts were once 
felt and enjoyed, but, at prefent, they appear to have 
loft all their attraSion. The gardens are little fre- 
quented, and the village, which formerly refembled a 
bee-hive, is. now difmal, and in the extreme ina'd:ive. 

At the extremity of the lake, which is about fix miles 
long, ftands Efrom. 

An attempt on an extenfive fcale has been made 
here to improve the native breed of (heep, by croffing 
ihem with thofe of England and Spain. 

In the year 1799, Mr. Nielfen, matter of the ftud 
at Frederickfborg, was fcnt to Spain, whence he re- 
turned with upwards of SQO rams and ewes, which 
vere fent down to Efroqoj where they bad previoufly 
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colle&^d great numbers of Englifii (beep. The firfl; 
year was Very fatal to the lambs, which died in heaps, 
ftam being dropped fo early as Chtiftmas» - But now 
the undertaking goes on (uccefsfuUy, indeed, if we 
may conclude from the abilities of Mr. Nielfon, and 
Profeflbr Viborg, the benefits to arife from this new 
fyftem, are likely to exceed all expediation.* A con- 
fiderable number of lambs are' fold yearly, at the fixed 
price of ten dollars each. Upon the whole, there is 
not the fmalleft apprehenfion, that this eftablifiiment 
Mrill fufFer a fate fimilar to that at Lynggaarden, which 
has been-for feme .time aboliihed. 

We next crofled the country towards Elfineur, 
which we reached about fun-fet. 1% is impodlble to 
comprehend the beauties of this profpe(^t Ofi a fine 
fummer^s day, without having feen it. W^ afcended 
a rifing.hiriock to delight our eyes with the/charming 
fcenery around. ^ The town lay inimediately beneath, 
and a little beyond it the ancient Caftle of Cronborg. 
The Sound prefented itfelf covered with an immenfe 
number of fhipping, and the Chores of Sweden difplay- 
ed the. Town of Helfingborg, which afforded us a moft 
brilliant fpedlacle, the fun reverberating its rays on the 
windows, by which, the houfes afiumed the appear- 

* A treatife has been written to promote the views of thisisftitn- 
^ tntion, hf Meflrs. AbiUgaard aod Viborg^ both Profeflbrs in the 
▼eterincry fchooi at Copenhagen, which contains much valuablein- 
formatioo rehitive to the natufal hilipry of Iheepi in its Yarious de- 
partmeats j on the management of wool, and ikins ; qualities ad to 
food; incidental defe^, and diftempers ; with the meaas of pre- 
f enting degeneration, and of meliorating the breeds, by the mtr<»- 
dudUon of the Frkflaod, Icehind, Faro, JBngliiby and Spatuib fpectes. 
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view, the clcarners of the calm evening very materially 
contributed, the objedls appmaching nearer in fern* 
blance than in reality. ' 

At this moment the bells of Cronborg: chimed nine.' 
The flag of the guard (hip was hauled down, and a 
folitary (hot bade farcMrell to the feteing fun. We left 
our pod, and walked on towards the town. 

Elfineuris thefecond town in our ifland, and if the 
fpedator were td calculate on the ai^ivity and btiftle 
vilible in every corner of it, he would ^eftimate its num- 
ber of inhabitants at many thoufands. The fa£k, how«> 
ever, is, they fcarcely exceed five. 

It heeds little penetration to difcover to whom this 
town chiefly owes its profperity. Every thing tells you, 
and if it were not for the flag on the caftle which in-i 
forms you it is Denmark, ypu would fancy yourfclf 
in England. This -refemblance in the exterior is yeri- ^ 
fied with (till greater exadlnefs in the interior. ^Many 
of the inhabitants are 3ritons born, they naturally re«- 
tain the manners and cuftoms of their country, -arid 
thofe who are not, take peculiar delight in wifliing to 
appear like Englifhmen. 

In the fummer feafon the Uyelinefs and cheerfulnefs 
of this town, comparatively, far furpafles Copenhagen, 
but during the winter Elfineur puts oh a very fombre 
garb, the navigation being fhut up for four or five 
months. Tet the inhabitants are not at a lofs to amufe 
themfclves; they form clubs, give^ balls, and contrive 
to kil! time. Tlicre is no regular theatre; now and 
then a Swedifli company of itinerant players make a 
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Jbalt^ as do the Germans^ who torture us inceflantlf 
^^mrith miferable fragments of the dramatic art ; but lat- 
terly, Mr. Schwartz, of the Theatre Royal, at Co- 
penhagen, has obtained a licence to perform plays in 
Zealand, generally, and we have erery thing to hope 
iVom the abilities of an a^tor who has long defervedly 
claimed the approbation of the metropolis. 

In order to form.s^ clear idea of the bufmefs tranf- 
a£ted at Elfineur, youmuft repair ta the bridge, which 
is conftantly filled with merchants, clerks, and boat- 
mcxfj on the look out for every i)ew arrival. The 
alacrity prevalent here is wonderful y the moment a 
veflel is difcernibl^, the boatmen put ofF, contending 
wijch each other who {hall firft reach the (hip, but they 
often labor in vain, when the captain choofes to go 
Vifhore in his own boat. On his arrival at the bridge 
there is as much contention among the merchants to 
get the firft fight of him, to welcome him, and to en- 
treat the management of his affairs, ftiould he not be 
Tccomtnended to any particular houfe. 

As I walked on the bridge I accidentally met with 
a man whom I had fecn once before. My admiration 
and eftecm for him would induce me to attempt his 
eulogium, but the highefl: juftice that can be done to 
his charader, I conceive, will be, in giving my rea- 
der a fimple narrative of his adions, and leaving his 
merits to the public deci/ion. 

Lars Bagge, a boatman of Elfineur, happened to 
be ai Copenhagen in the year 1801, when the memo- 
rable third day of November dawned .with a moft tre- 
mendous huriicane ; it feemed as if the elements had^ 
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CDnfpired to produce a fecond chaps. The vivid flaili- 
es of the lightning difplayed many a difmafted veilcl 
toffing on the angry waves in the offing ; and the re- 
ports, at intervalsj of folitary guns, proclaimed the 
mariners' diftrefs. When day had rendered ob- 
jeds more di(lin£t, a brig was. obferved (Iranded oa 
the fhoal, under the battery of«the Three Crowns^ 
She lay almoft on her beam-ends^ and |be wretched 
crew were feen extending their arnis towards heaven 
from the flirouds, whither they had taken refuge. 
They were eight in number, and.had.beea many hauu 
in this dreadful uncertainty, fufpended between hope 
and eternity. The cabin-boy being foon exhauftedy 
was wafhed overboard ; vhile his companions exerted 
themfelves beyond conception to prefervc their hold. 
. It chanced that the captain had pafled the preceding 
day aihore, but, alarmed at the convuifion of nature, 
he haftened down to the beach » and there beheld the 
awful fcene. He immediately offered a large recom- 
penfe to any who would undertake tofave his people; 
and a merchant, named Staal Hagen, from motives of 
pure humanity, promifed an additional reward for 
their refcue. For a length of .tinie, money, even,^could 
not bribe any one to the hardy enterprize j at laft, 
however, fome boatmen of Copenhagen bargained for 
fo much a head, and having confented to make the at* 
tempt, puihed off. But as the wind blew direAly in- 
to the mouth of the port, ^he boat was toffed to and 
fro, and the boatmen having fet fail too foon, yere 
compelled to feck for fafety from the fury of the wea- 
ther in the firft creek ttey could make. ^ 
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Lars Bagge having juft arrived when the boatmen fet 
off, .remained a filent fpei5lator, but as foon as he faw 
the unfkilful men give up their puriuit, he jumped in^* 
to his own boat, which was large, and invited five 
others of his comrades to fbHow his laudable example. 
Thejr inftantly followed, and without having fpoken to. 
any one> without folicitatton, wii;{iout the promife of 
reward, the gaHant Lars Bagge svidhis brave afibciates, 
voluntarily expofed their lives in the caufe of humanity. 

They purCued their couvfe as clofc in (hore a? pofE- 
ble, till by dint of rowing they doubled the point, and 
were in a fair. dlre£lion for the wreclc. They now 
fpread their canVafs, and advanced rapidly towards 
their obje£l:, which they fuccefsfully reached, when 
the (even failors fprung into his boat and were brought 
in fafety to the (hore. 

On Lars Bagge's landing after this noble exertion 
to fave his fellow creatures, Mr. Staal Hagen, wifhing 
to reward his philanthropic fpirit, prefented him ^ith 
a bank not^ of a hundred dollars, and thus addre&d 
him : 

«« Receive this, my honeft friend, not as the reward 
" of your virtues, which God alone can recompenfe, 
'* but as a mark of my particular eileem." 

Bagge, fomewhat aftoniihed at the offer, replied, 
_<f Worthy Sir, in what I have done* f was not in- 
<< fluenced by any defire of gain ; I have (imply per- 
** formed my duty as. a man^ but though I cannot ac- 
<< cept of your kindtiefs, my gratitude ihali be equally 
« greati" 

Due thanks, from thofe prefent, were offered to 
the worthy Bagge^ and the modefty with which he re- 
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ccived thefe teftimonialaof general approbation, fervej 
but to increafe their cfteem and gratitude. 

I was a witnefs of this noble tranfa&ion, and there* 
fore conftantly pi^ure to niy fancy the intereitin^ 
groupe as they (lood I i fee the grateful eye^ of Bagge 
raifed up to heaven ! I behold a hero laureled, not for 
having killed, but ^or having faved his fellow cre^^ 
tures ! Oh ! that the human face would only joy in 
fuch a fpecfVacle ! That brotherly affection would again 
unite man to man, and fufimng humanity be releafed 
from all it«. pang& ! 

While Lars fiaprge and his comrades, ftood in the 
midft of an applauding crowd, thofc daftardly wretch- 
es returned, who had attempted to go out, not from 
motives of humanity, but of gain. Let them be left 
to their upbraiding confcicnces ! \ 

Now Bagge retired, rewarded by the bleffings of 
all good men, and ftill more by his own feelings. 
But pur excellent Prince Royal hearing what had hap* 
pened, ordered a medil of merir to be prefented to 
Bagge, on whom he alfo fettled a penfion, arid gave 
a fum of money to thofe who had aflifted him.. An 
artift engraved the portrait of Bagge, which was ea- 
gerly foiight after by all clafles of people ; and Profcf- 
for Rahbek, wrote, in the Daniih Spedatpr, an eulo- 
gy on Bagge, and the worthy merchant Staal Hagen* 

Some time after, another opportunity was prefent- 
ed to Lars Bagge, in which he again difplayed his zeal 
for the honor of the national charadler^ and for the 
^nefit of mankind. 
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A (hip drove on fhore in the vicinity of £lfineui)| 
^nd was defcrted by her crew. It blew a perfeft hur- 
ricane, but Bagge watched for a moment when the 
fiorm (hould abate a little, and put off with a few 
others, who ailifted him to bring the vc£el fafe into 
port. Shortly afterwards, the tcmpeft raged with in- 
creafirig fury, fo that the veflel would have been inevi* 
tably loft. 

On this occafion his townfmen had an opportunity 
of witnelling his wonted boldnefs. He reftored the 
vefiel ai^d cargo fafe to the mafter, who, by the lo& 
MTCuld have heen reduced to extreme poverty. 

This new exploit of Lars Bagge foon reached Co- 
penhagen ; upon which the merchants affembled, and 
publicly adjudged him a token of their efteem. It 
was a filver coffee pot, with an appropriate infcription ; 
accompanied by a handfome letter, wherein they ex- 
preiled the fulnefs of their regard and gratitude to- 
wards him. 

Noble Lars Bagge ! if thou ihouldft ever be inform- 
ed of this niy humble fketch, thou wilt perufe the 
page which faithfully dcfcribes thy fuperior virtues, 
and pardon me for having related to this great and 
good nation, a£lions not lefs valued for the profeiSon 
of the man who performed them I A profeffioui alike 
the glory of Denmark and of Britain. 

It' was very much our wifh to have taken a furvey of 
Cronborg ; but the late orders were fo ftri£l, that it is 
impoffible to. get accefs to the caftle. We were^ 
therefore, obliged to content ourfelves with admiring 
its noble gothic turrets, towering above the foitifica- 
D 
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tions. A traveller, who vifited this fort in 1793, in- 
forms us, he found the fentry boxes lying upon the 
ground, and the foldiers aileep in them i at the fame 
time obferving, that he could eafily take it with two 
fail of the line and five hundred determined men ; but 
r, at leaft, might aver, that the outfide of the fortifi- 
cations is fo formidable, that the gentleman who made 
this aflertion would now be as little able to take the 
fort, as we are to prevent a fleet from pafEng the 
Sounds the breadth of which, as meafured at the in- 
itance of the Royal Society of Sciences, at Copenha* 
gen, in the year 1796, is about four miles. That 
fliips may pafs without the leaft injury from the fort, 
was frilly proved in 1801, when none of the Britifli, 
except the headmoft, returned the fire. 

The palace Marienlyft, belonging to the Prince Roy. 
aT, but never occupied by him, ftands in the fuburbs. 
It is built on a fteep hill, interfered with winding 
toads, which reach the fummit, and are neatly laid 
6ut in terraces : on one of thefe we took our (eat. 

As it is ufual in times of peace for the Engiifh (hips 
to pafs fingly, or in fmall divifions, we could not ex- 
peft to be gratified with a repetition of the magnificent 
ipe6tacle of four or five hundred veffels going through 
the Sound at the fame moment; however^ we indulged 
the pidure hi miniature ; fortunately, about thirty 
fail, from the North Sea, were coming then in fight* 
The wind being aft, and blowing a brifk gale, they 
rapidly approached the Sound. We foon diftinguifhed 
a (hip of war among them, which particularly drew 
our attention, as we knew ihe could not be EngUfti. 
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With the help of a fpy-glafs I difcovercd her to bd the 
Maiady of thirty-fix guns, from her peculiar con(lruc-» 
tion. This frigate was the firft fliip bruilt in ,1796, on 
the plan of the ingenious Captain Holdenberg, who 
no ay very deferyedly be called the Reftorcr of our Navy. 
Her Rem, in particular, differs from all others, , hav- 
ing neither cabin windows nor q\iarter galleries. There 
are merely two port holes abaft, glazed, to admit 
light. Ships of war ihould be planned for utility, not 
for the accommodation of large pajrtics ; however con^ 
trafted and inconveniexk, therefore, this fort of caibi&i 
may appear, it is eflential to the good of the fervice^ 
The command of this frigate was given to Captaia 
Steen Bille, and went her firft voyage to the Mediter- 
ranean. . Differences having afterwards arifen between 
Denmark and Tripoli, which ended in a rupture, the. 
Naiad was ftationed oflTTijpoli, in company with the 
Thetis of forty-four, guns^ a brig of eighteen guns^, 
and a hired xebec of fix. In the. harbour fix frigates 
and a xebec lay ready for fea, but feared to venture 
out, till the Thetis being detached to iKalta i the ene- 
my confidered this a fit opportunity to aft ofienfively. 
Their forts opened a heavy fire on our little fquadron, 
which was cruifing as ciofe in fiiore as poffible, but. 
Bille foon caufed them to repent. 

Having formed his projeft, he afked the pilot, in a 
cafual way, if it were poffible to bring the frigate into 
aftion with the (hipping in the harbour. The pilot, 
who was a man of experience and judgment, anfwered 
in the affirmative. Nothing now could reflrain the 
impatience of Bille, and his gallant crew heartily fe- 
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.conding his wiQies, tfaey ihap^^d their coarfe aeeor?- 
ing]y. Soon after, the Naiad ftruck on a bank, but 
this misfortune only ferved to' heighten their at dor. 
She was foon afloat again, and prefentfy the engage* 
ment commenced, which was crowned with all the fuc- 
ecfs the intrepidity and bravery of our tars deferred. 
The havoc was dreadful on board the enemy's ihips ; 
they loft feveral hundred men, while we, from fupe- 
fior flcill in manoeuvering, efcaped with only one mart 
wounded. Meanwhile, the enemy's Vice Admiral got 
under weigh, in order to capture the brig and xebec, 
which, in fa^, fo far from -affifting, were only art 
hindrance to the Naiad. 

It is well known, that veflcls of low conftru£lion^ 
light gunsy and with few hands on board, are not al- 
together the fittcft (hips to combat a Barbarian man of 
war which always carries fiich immenfe numbers of 
men* Kile feeing the danger his companions were 
ctxpofed to from the crowded decks of the Barbarian, 
was obliged to give up a certain triuniph to fave them, 
and although one of the enemy's (hips which he en- 
gaged was about to ftrike, haftened to relieve his 
friends. A lucky (hot, however, from the Naiad, 
carrying away the Vice-admiral's bowfprit, crowded 
with men ready for boarding the brig, afSftance be- 
came unneceffary. Meanwhile Bille kept up a run- 
ning fight with the other fhips, which were all under 
weigh, but feeing the fate of their Vice- Admiral, pru* 
dently declined further purfuit. 

Evening coming on, Bille was unable to refume the 
confliA, and reluftantly quitted the harbour 5 having, 
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by this zGdon, con&med the good opinion entertain* 
ed of his frigate, faved two of our (hips from deftruc-* 
lion, and, above all, prefer ved the glory which, our 
ancient naval heroes have tranfmitted to us untarnifhed. 
T*he following day a flag of truce was fent by die 
Dey, to invite BiiJe on Oiore, when an honor was con^ 
fcrred on him never before fhewn to any European of- 
ficer. The guns on the ramparts fainted him on his 
landing ; arid he was received moft obligingly by the 
Dey, who requefted the loan of fome carpenters to rcr 
fit his difabled (hips.. The requeft was granted* 

Captain Bille, for the re-eftablifliment of peac€^ 
vfcnt on an embafly to the Emperor of Morocco. 

The great fervices rendered to his country by this ex- 
cellent and defcrving officer, were not unrewarded. The 
King of Denmark made him a Chamberlain. The King 
of Sweden created him a Knight of the Sword, and the 
merchants of Copenhagen voted him an elegant fervice 
of plate. His officers were promoted, and medals dif- 
tributed to thofe of his crew who had been particular] ]|^ 
diftinguiflied for their exertions^ 

The next mprning we left Elfineur, taking the road 
which runs along the coaft. On either fide we beheld 
fifliing towns, gentlemen's feats> farnis, woods, group- 
ing indifcriminately^ and prefenting a tnofi beautiful 
contraft to the naked ihores of Schonen« Bavipg fet 
out early, we enjoyed the pleafure of our wajk with 
every additional fatisfaAion a fine morning could give 
it. By noon we reached Hirfchbolmi an infignificant 
hamlet, which derives its name from the adj^ent.pa- 
lace, biult by Cbriftian the Satbj on thQ ^t-whcze 
D2 
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Us vatiaiit (pieeni by perfonal piowe6» overcame a dag. 
The fifuation of tliis decaying palace is fo low, that ^ 
the roof 1$ ob a level with die high road. It affords a 
finking example of the Angularity of that monarchy 
who impatiently fought the gratification of every trifling 
whinn or capricious humor. When I reflet on his 
feigUi I cannot avoid fmiling at the manner in which 
German travellers fpeak of his public works, by com- 
paring the prefent ftate of D<*nmark with the days of 
CJ^riftian the Sixth, who creftcd the Palace of Chrif- 
tiarifborg without burthening his people with the ex- 
penfe; they ftudiouily infer the inequality of our means, 
and loudly tell the virorld our (late is on the decline. 
Nothing, howevcr,^ but German^ fagacity could devife 
fo empty a conje^ure, and to their folicitude our coun* 
iry is indebted for many anaflertion equally vague and 
unfounded. To (hew on whom thefe gentlemen let 
fall their panegyrics, I fliall exhibit the character of 
that king. 

When the queftion of Spani(h fuccelfion agitated 
Europe, in the life time oi his father, Frederick the 
Fourth, 12000 Dani(h troops were taken into the pay 
of England and Holland^ and 6000 into that of the 
Emperor. Thefe mcay animated by the glorious ex« 
ample of their fovereign, fought bravely, an4 gained 
^e admmtion not only of their allies, but of tLe worldj 
to the immortal honor of their country. 

«< 1 rely on the Danes,'* fald Prince Eugene, at the 
fiege of. Tournai} ** they are brave men, and undaunfc- 
'< edly 'niaintain their poils. V\ The Duke of Marlbo- 
tough paid them a ftill higher compliment^ when he 



4S 

told the States General^ wha wlflied to prefenre fome 
of the Flemifli coumries from having troops quartered 
. In them^ '< I have given my word to quarter the Dances 
►.♦^ tfaere» and wiU keep it/* faid that hero ; <« had it 
" not been for thefe brave men, probably we ihould 
•< not have been fitting where we are/* 

<' As foon as we have taken fome flight refrefli- 
ment," the fame Duke wrote to Frederick the Fourth, 
after the battle of Ramilies, « we ihall advance againft 
^ the enemy relying upon heaven and our valiant 
<^ troops, particularly thofe of your Majcfty, who, to 
^< a man, generals, officers, and foldiers, have dif* 
<« tinguiibed themfelves in the battle, and merited all 
" the commendation I can beftow ; nay, if I may fay 
<« it, all the eftcem your majefty can feel for them." 

About the fame time, Frederick received a letter 
from Queen Anne, of England, to thank him for the 
fcrvices his gallant troops had rendered her, She gave 
tbenn the tide of invincible, and expreifedrher afton- 
ifliment, that men opprcfled with the fatigues of watch- 
ing in the night and marching, could difplay fuch ac- 
tivity and ardor in the field of battle. She concluded, 
by Entreating, that his Majefty would be pleafed to re- 
ward their heroic condu^^ fo flattering to Denmark^ 
and fo beneficial to Europe at large. 

Frederick the Fourth eftabliihed his financial depart- 
ment on an excellent bafis. The Dukes of Holfteixv 
were compelled to relinquifh their claims on Slefwick. 
He aboii(bed vafialage, and jftit the militia on a refpe^^- 
abte footing. 
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During his reign Denmark fufiered all the combined 
difafters of war, plague, and fire; yet he left three 
millions of dollars in his treafury. < 

On his acceffion, Chriftian the Sixthi little anxious 
to emulate the noble example of his father, purfued a 
line of condu^ altogether repugnant to the duties of 
bis ftation, and the profperity of his kingdom. His 
thoughts were, or feemed to be, in heaven : no won- 
der, therefore, that he neglefted fublunary things,, 
but he was not conftant to his vifionary propenfities $ 
for having conceived a plan, the execution of wfakh . 
he fancied would raife the adoniihmenti and entitle 
him to the admiration of after ages, he eagerly fought 
to adopt it. Thus he formed the gigantic idea of ereft- 
ing Chriftianfborg, which he built with the money 
left by his father, and the public revenues. The pa- 
lace was completed in feven years, and bears this in- 
fcription, placed by the King's order over the gateway : 

<< Chriftianus Sextus, hanc regiam aedificavit, abftjue 
^ onere fubditorum." 

The pious king very wifely wrote this in latin, where- 
by he concealed its falfehood from the mafs of his peo- 
ple. He tiext built Hirfchholm in a morafs; this was 
attended With a vaft expenfe. Thefc were the two 
principal efforts of his life; for the buildipg of the 
dock, which unfortunately took place in his reign, muft 
be attributed to tlie joint exertions of Danneikiold and 
Bendilrup, who, emulous to give importance to our 
naval defence, fet all dbftacles at defiance which im- 
peded fo laudable a defign, till, by unwearied induftry, 
tfaey happily fucceeded in its completion. 
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Chrifttan the Sixth, who fmikd when he figncd a 
lieath-warrant, and wept when he gave away a living, 
departed this life after a very fliort reign, in which he 
plunged Denmark into an enormous debt. His name 
^ is never mentioned, but where his condud towards 
the Reverend Mr.. Hans Egcde, has fixed an indelible 
ftain on it ; the particulars of which are thus related 
by Mailing : 

«« The patriotic Egede had propofed a plan in the 
fefe time of Frederick, for emigrating to Greenland^ 
t0^ humanize the ihhabitantSi andteach them the com- 
forts of religion. To carry this into effe<5>, he refign- 
cd a very competent Bving he held at Vogen, in the 
dioccfe.of Drontheim. The facrifice of his own com- 
forts, however,' was limply a prelude to his dcfign*; 
he therefore applied to government for aid, but tlic 
country being then in a ftate of- warfare, his projeft 
was not attended to. Egede, notwithftanding, per- 
fifted on going to Greenland, although his friends and 
relations endeavoured as much as poffible, to drffuade 
him, and ridiculed his plans. 

Egede now propofed the eftabljiliment of a faftory 
at Greenland, to the merchants of Bergen^ butthecir- 
cumftance of the Dutch having previoufly difcovered 
the trade, proved an infurmountable barrier to the un- 
dertaking. In the mean time, Charles the Twelfth 
fell, and peace was feftored. Frederick now undertook 
to countenance the intentions of Egede, but being un- 
willing to -carry on the trade himfelf, he gave orders to 
the magiftrates of Bergen tbfummon the inerchants,and 
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confult with tlicm on the fubjeft. They again rejeAed 
the meafure as futile or impradicable i whereupon the 
, king gave up ali further thoughts of aflifting the views 
of Egede. A year now ^lapfed,^ duruYg which Egede 
laboured inceflantly to mature his favorite projed^ : he 
won over to his party fome of the moft opulent mer- 
chants of Bergen, by reprefenling to thern^ that in 
the event of trade not proving fo beneficial as they could 
wifli, ftiil they would enjoy the fatisfadtion of liavlng 
employed a fmall part of that abundance heaven had 
Ueffed them with| in promoting the welfare and hapBfr' 
nefs of their fellow creatures, and ultimately benefiting 
their country* Having thus fet a fubfcription a-&oat, 
he was unwearied in his afiiduity, till, by entreating 
fome, and encouraging others, to venture, he realiz- 
ed the fum of ten thoufand dollars } having fet down 
his own name for three hundred dollars — ^his all. 

A Oiip Was purchafed for the purpofe of remaining 
during winter in Greenbnd, and two others freighted 
one to be employed in the whale fifhery, and the other 
as a packet. Frederick, at length, admiring the per- 
leverance of Egede, whom no difficulties could appal, 
was graciouily pleafed to nominatt him a miffionary, 
with the appointment of three hundred dollars per 
annum. 

In the month of May, 1721, our philam'^9|^ic:;^d- 
venturer, with his wife and four children, fet ftijfor / 
Greenland, where they arrived fafe, after a paflage of 
two months. The obftapies which now oppofed him, 
would have been to any other man infurmountable, — 
the climate, the favage ignorance of the people, an un- 
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iiitelKp^ible language, but all thefc *"difRculties were 
conquered by Egede. His zeal and humanity foon gave 
him popularity with the natives, in teftimony of which 
the following may ferve as an inftance : 

In the year 1734, the fmall pox was introduced to 
Greenland hy a boy, from Copenhagen, who dying 
with the difeafe, communicated the infeflion. It fooii 
became a peftilence among the people, equally unfkill- 
cd in Its natul^ and the manner of treating it. Of two 
hundred families who lived in a circle of ten or twelve 
miles around the Dani{h fettlemenf, fcarcely thhty eC- 
eaped, nor was the iettletnent free from its fatal in- 
fluence. 

In this calainitous fituation, many Oreenlanders, 
when the fever began to attack them, fought fafety 
amiong the Danes, and particularly flocked to Hans 
Egede, in whom their confidence was mott perftft. 
He received as many as his houfe could accommodate ; 
nor was this all. His wife and himfelf attended, cheer- 
- cd, and confoled them during their fufFerings. Such 
was the mortality, he was often obliged to remove the 
dead bodies in the middle of the night, left the furvi- 
Tors (hould periih from the ftench ; ftill he continued 
to receive fuch as implored his help, and by this kind 
of ^conciliating condu6^ gained niore profelytes than the 
Spatnfh fanatics in^ America, ev^r obtained by their fe- 
terity and cruelty. Among thofe, who, as it were^ 
died in his arms, w^ an old GreenRinder, who had 
been -always ftedfaAly averfc to the exhortations of 
Egede, but corre<fied by all he faw of the unafR^ded 
foodnefs of ^ttih^ charitaible man, he was moved, atrf / 
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felt a veneration for die religion which could fo noblj 
infpire and fupport its votaries. 

<^ Thou," faid he, addreifing Egede in his iall mo- 
' ments, « although a ftranger, had done more for us ' 
«< than we could ever have expe£Ved from each other. 
<< Thou haft nurfed us, buried our dead that thej[ 
<< might not be the prey of ravenous birds and beads. 
M Thou haft taught us how to become happy, that we 
** may gladly die in die expedation of a better iife 
^< hereafter.^' After this eulogium he expired. 

During the life of Frederick, Egede had all the af*, 
fiftance he could wifli; l>ut, when that monarch died, 
and his fon Chriftian the Sixth afcended the throne, 
the latter immediately fent &ip8 to Greenland to re- 
move every thing thence, and break up die trade. 
Eg^de, who at firft exulted in the arrival of thefe vef- 
feb/ little* fufpe^ling the purport of their voyage, now 
underftood there were orders to reimbark all the dif- 
ferent families of the fetdement, unlefs Egede, and' 
fome others, wifhed to remain, in which cafe, they 
were to have provifions for t>ne year, and never to 
exped any further help. 

Thefe orders came like a fudden clap qf thunder on 
Egede. For ten years he had ftruggled to put his plan 
in pradice^ for ten others he had watched, toiled and 
labored in the propagation of the glory, of the Moft 
High. He had juft began to reap the fruits of his un- 
wearied induft]!^ Trade was becoming brifk, and 
flouriihing, and religion began to perceive its efiedls. 
The revealed dpClrine was adopted by many of the old 
Gr€enlan4er«9 and more, than one htuidM and fifibf 
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children ha4 been baptized and inftruAed. All the 
pleafing profpe^l arifing from the eftablifhinent of 
this new fyftem was now to perifh. Cpmmerce was 
to be inter<^upted, and thefe poor people left again to 
h^athenifm and ignorance. 

Cgede perfuaded^ tea men to remain witK him ill 
Greenland, while he, more afliduouQy than ever, 
continued his inftrudions, determined not to abandon 
his pupils. ' This perfeverance ultimately fucceeded^ 
for the fpUowmg year Chriftian fent htm. a fhip loaded 
^with provifiona and^icn^ with an order to purfue his 
miflion^ and recommence traffic, but at le(s expenfe to 
government." 

. The life of this monarch was undiftingniihed by a 
(ingle virtue, public or. private. The king was a fpend* 
thrift, the man ^ confumniate hygocrite. # 

We left Hirfchholm for Dronninggaard, a villa be^ 
longing to Mr. de Coninck. This gentleman gives 
tickets of admiilion for Wednefdays and Sundays, tq. 
any who wifh to f^e hiseftate, which, in many inilan* 
ceS) deferves notice. We firft vifited the farm and in**- 
fpe£ted the cattle; a moft excellent (lock, conftantly 
improving by. his intercourfe with England. ' In the 
park we found a purling brook, which we traced, 
through a beautiful clufter of trees, into a valley, and 
difcovered its fource within a grotto, furniOied by the 
munificent owner with bottles and rummers, for the 
accommodation of thqfe whom tha fcorching (utkt 
might inconvenience while contemplatii^ the natural, 
and artificial beauties of this admirable retres^. A 
E 
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ftone (lands in the grotto with an iufcription from 
Ovid, alluding to the clearnefs of the ftream. 

We drank and proceeded to the Naefs, a promonto- 
1^9 divided by a rivulet from the park. Here the gar- 
dens are of the mod magnificent d.efcription, forming 
a happjr combination of nature and art* 

The feat is furrounded by fome excellent orcfaardsi \ 
and idantations of filbcrt-trees^ I felt the moft lively ' 
gratification in viewing the abode of a man. who i^ a 
real ornament to his country. Were I on this fpot, to 
indulge my fancy^ I (hould mingle with groupes of pa- 
rents and of orphans, imploring, with uplifted eyes, 
bleflings on him, who is ever foremoft to alleviate the { 
fiifierings of the poor, when the feverity of winter adds 
to their calamities^ . I 

d (hould behold the viAims of misfortune reftore4 
with their families to fociety, uttering, << This tve ewe 
to htm /" and a throng of frieu<{^ to mankind would 
crowd around me, unanimoufly expreffing their fenti- 
ments <^ hie worth. But I need not record his ac- 
tions, •< they will be regiftefcd elfewhere." 

At this feat ftands a monument to our Danifli Titus, 
Frederick the fifth, in the erection' of which, fincerity 
and good fenfc/are chiefly confpicuous. 

In our ramble about thefe gardens, we came .to a 
fttmmerhoufe, built on a proje^ing point ; it had this 
idfcriptioa, Amkis^ Qukti. The profpedl hence delight- 
ed us in die extreme.— A lake ran beneath, on which 
a tiumber of ornamented boats and larger vefiels, built 
alid rigged like fchooners, were failing about on par- 
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tics of pleafare. Beyond the lake the village of Frc- 
derickfdal peeps at intervals thcougli the deep grov«i^ 
which overfliadow the adjoining valley^ . The taiif 
refie£iing his fading beams on the landfcape, tinged 
the whole with a rich primfoni and rendered the im-« 
pofing fcerie ftill more charming. Now — 

** The curfew toU'd the knell of parting day." 

We defcendecf a declivity, and byobfetving a boat, 
faved the windings of the road to Frederickfdal, where 
we refolved to t^ke up our quarters. After a flight 
f upper we fl^roUed abroad to admire the finenefe of 
the night. Day-light continued till about ten o'clock, 
and then gradually declined. The weftern horizon 
was tin.£lured with i beautifal blufh, which became 
imperceptibly paler till midnijght, when the fun ream- 
ed his farthefl goal. In the mean time, a nightingale 
from an adjoining bu(h, raifed<his voice, and conti- 
nued to enchant us till about one o'clock. It was 
then as light as at eleven ; and at two the fun made 
his folemn entrance to awaken and cheer the flumber-* 
ing creation. 

We then returned to our inn, and betook our- 
felves to reflf. At eight we departed for Lyngbye, a 
cheerful village, indeed the firft in the iiland. Its fhort 
diftance of fix miles from the nntetropolis, has induced 
many perfons of opulence to build country feats in it 
and the neighbourhood. But its preeminence as a 
village is not confined to this accidental •circumftancc, 
for its manufaftures tend confiderably to enhance its 
celebrity. 
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Before you enter tlus village from Trederickfdal yod 
pafs, a wood with a glade of fome extent. Here wc 
cbferyed a number of people lolling at their eafe upon- 
the grafs, and partaking pf various refrelhments. It is 
ttfual with the middling claflcs who vifit Jaegerfborg 
Park in the holiday feafon, to go Either by way of 
Lyngbye, and, as every thing is very dear in the park, 
to take with them provifipns for the day's confump- 
ticm, and make their 6rft meal on thif glade. 

On hearing mufic, which fe^med to proceed firem 2 
little hillock, overgrqwn with trees, we afcended, and 
difcovercd an oKl man Cnglng fome German airs, 
which were accompanied with his guitar, and the 
voices of five ragged childrefi. . His face was deeply 
furrowed ,by woe> yet there appeared cheerfulncfs atnd ^ 
rdignation in his countcnance.^ The objecS): was too 
iater^fting not to excite curiofity. My friend kindly 
afked him the caufe of his diftre/s, when the poor old 
man frankly told us» « That he formerly had been an 
"opulent mercl^t at Amfterdam, where he was ruin- 
« ed by tb^Firench. That he thence came to Den- 
<« mark, with a wife and eight children, the three cl5er 
« of whom worked at a trade> by which, himfelf and 
*^his little ones were prefcrved from ftarving. Their 
«« mother," he faid, « died from grief." He pauied, 
then feelingly clofed his little narrative, not by vent- 
irng curfes on the aitthors of his ruin, but by a look and 
figh that touched the heart, and called up every gene-^ 
rous fentimeut. Every one that liftened felt for him^ 
and each added a mite to alleviate his miferies, « 
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Oppofite the wood is a Royal feat called Sorgch- 
frie,* belonging to Prince Frederick. It is extremely 
fmrall, but prefents itfelf very prettily from an avenue 
urhich leads up to the rifihg ground on vtrhich it 
Aands. 

In the gardens, which ^e neatly laid out, a monu- 
ment is erefted" to the memory of Prindefs Sophia 
Fredericka, wifef of the Prince. She died in the 
year 1794. 

The method which this Princefs adopted in the edn* 
cation of her children, made her the idol of the peo- 
ple, as her fon would be heir apparent in the event 
(which heaven avert) the Prince Royal were to die 
without male iflue. 

The name of this feat caufeda German traveller to 
fay to his friend, — " You fee we muft go to Dtti* 
•« mark to learn how to translate Sans S6vct" allude" 
ing to the palace of Potfdam, which bears that foreign 
infcription. - 

This compliment, and the facetious manner in which 
it is paid would feem to entitle its author to our thanks, 
as it conveys a tacit coitfeflion of the propriety of 

• Free from forrow. 
, t The term wife is here applied, not according to ordinaiy^etiquetts. 
Jn Denmarh, the wife of a great man is nfually ftyled Gemalindf^ from 
the German Gemah/i/f,' wife;- but our Prince Rofal ftudying fio 
preclude the poffibiiity of any future hiilorian from expreifing him- 
felf in the manner of Pri^eflbr Sneedorf^ who lky$, in his hiftory '%£ 
Denmark, — **• Our court has never been fo truly Danifh at in the 
" reign of King John") invariably attends to trifles, as fcnipuloufly as 
to*matters of importattccj afid, th€rWlMr«y ottlSf faif 60qfel|, in plain 
Daniih, JTi^/ir, (wife.) 

E 2 
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eultivadng die vi£e of our own labguage. Unforta- 
mately, however^ it happens to expofe more glaringly 
his hicenfiftency $ as but a few pages before he ridi- 
Ctttes the Danes for afiedtng to prefer their native lan- 
guage to every other ; and^ with a difdainf ul air ob- 
(erres, our publiihing edidiss and engraving public in* 
fcriptionsy in our own tongue. He alfo^ with the true 
phlegm of a German, tells his friend of a long ftory^, 
written in Danifhi on the monument ere£ted to com* 
memorate tjlie emancipation of the peafants, but with 
the particulars declines to fatigue him. 

In this manner our country has been too frequently 
defcribed, by men'who gallop along the high roads of 
Denmark, and talk of its agriculture — ftay a week at 
Copenhagen, and defcribe its internal government and 
fd&ce ; and, finally, without underftanding one fylU'- 
ble of our language, babble about our culloms, man- 
ners, and politics, delighting to expofe blemiihes, and 
fightingly pafs over excellence. 

From Lyngbye we croiOed the fields to Jaegerfborg 
Park. At the^ entrance an inn called the Fortune, is 
fituatedon^an eminence^ where alfo ftands atelegrapht 
•re&ed in the year, 1801. From this height we faw 
Copenhagen, for the firft time fince we left it. . At 
jfbme diftance, in the valley below, is the country feat 
of the immortal Count Bemftor£ * ' 

We now were in the park, which Mr. Pram thus 
defcribes in his beautiful poem, called, « Tie Spring tf 
Emilia:' 

Ob Ton gnen hilU, diafte Diaa's temple ftandis 
.Yob dttiky woods, her Royal tog comoMiido^ 
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Ta yonder piaiiH the harmlefs hwm retirei 
In cheerful gambols, {^arded by their Sire ; 
The Godded' felf, beneath yon bowering fliade> 
With rival oaks, proteds the hsqppy glade. 
Hontlman, avaunt ! reflrain thy impious fports. 
Here peace, delight of kings, alone reforts. 

Beyond an extenfive plain^ lies in a valley, Raad- 
vadfmoelleny a manufa£lory belonging to the compa- 
ny of hardwaremen, at Copenhagen. The fuperin- 
tend ants are moftlyEnglifh, and the articles fcarcely 
inferior to Britifli.. But importations from Birming- 
hamj Sheffield, 8cc, are> notwithftahding, eflential to 
the demands of the country. This undertaking being 
carried on with con fiderable fpirit, it cannot fail, in 
time, to prove highly beneBcial. It already forms the 
moft important of the Britifli eftal^ifhrnehts in Den- 
mark. 

On our return from the manufaftory, we flopped at 
the Hermitage, formerly a hunting palace, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which the deer are fcen grazing in herds 
of from five to fix hundred*. The eminence, on which 
the palace is fituated, commands a fine view, of which 
the fea conftiiutes a confiderable portion. 

As we penetrated the foreil an increafing noife and 
buftle gave us afTurance that we approached the fcene 
of feftivity and mirth. 

Time has fanftioned the cuftom of vifiting this wpod 
every year, from St. John's day, to the vifitation of 
the Virgin. T^ts, for the accomodation of all clafles, 
are pitched on a longitudinal grafs plat, where every 
fort of refrefhments may be had. A fpring^ difcover- 
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ed fome centuries ago by a girl named Chrifttn^ PiiJ^ 
runs clofe by, and» on an adjoining eminence a nunci- 
ber of booths are erefted. Here are a variety of 
amufements* Wild beads from ail parts of the 
globe, — Hjrfemanfliip, — Ro|>e dancing, — Slight of 
hand, — Wax-work, and even German dramas are ex- 
hibited. 

Kotzebue's play of Mifanthropy and Repentance, 
or, as ijt is called in England, The Stranger,- was to be 
performed. The celebrity of this piece, which is fre- 
quently zGtcd at Copenhagen, induced us to vifit the 
theatre, where we found an affemblage of perfons who 
would have graced a^ better caufe. The miferable ap- 
pearance of the houfe was perfeftly defcriptive of the 
fcene which followed, at once too defpicable to merit 
or provoke criticifm. The part of the Stranger was 
fuftained by a perfon without the flighted prctenfion 
either to feeling or charafter During the moft fenti- 
mental paflages, his gefticulations were fo grotefqiie, 
it was impoflible to refift laughing. In the cottage 
fcene, where he isfuppdfed to be meditating on the 
congenial beauties of Zimmerman's folitude, he refort- 
cd to the German's never failiQg friend in defponden- 
cy — a tobacco pipe. — His drefs heightened the ridi- 
cule, it was an. old uniform whiqh bore evident marks 
of long fervice. The repentant, Mrs. Haller, was 
perfonified by a lady vfhofcjlttiatiort ill correfponded 
with her profeflions ; and the whole was got up by a 
fet of buffoons, who feemed altogether heedlef^ how 
they a£i:ed. Indeed, the want of folicitude to fuc- 
ceed, was as evident as the want of ability. When to 
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ihis mummery is adde^, the fqualling of children, the 
cackling of fowls, anrf barking of dogs, behind the 
fcenes, I truft, my tafte will not be cenfured, for 
leaving the place long before the piece endcdr- 

Hence we repaired to the equeflrian booth. This- 
fpecies of exhibition being uhufual in Denmark, afford-- 
ed me infinite amufement* 

The next objeft that ftrUck us was a diminutive 
French juggler, clad in a fuit of crimfon filk ; his hair 
frizzed out in the full extravagance of ancient French 
fafhion, and an Enormous bag d:ingled half way down 
his back;, with many polite flirugs be requefted the 
pailengers to walk in, and fee his wonderful perform- 
ances juft about to begin We obeyed his invitation, 
ami took our feats. Shortly after, Monfieur made his 
appearance, and in a language which would have been 
unintelligible at Babel, uttered a famous fpeech. He 
then proceeded to his flight of hand trkks, which he 
performed with amazing dexterity. Among other 
things, he chopped ofFthe heads of feveral chickens,* 
and reftored them again. I rather wondered fo able an 
artilt could not find preferment in his own country. 

The evening being far fpent, we refolved not to 
waftc any more time or money on (hows, and there- 
fore, turning towards the green plat, mingled with the 
crowd which pafled to and from the fpring. All who 
vifit the park make a point of tailing this water ; its 
coolnefs and clearnefs are extremely agreeable. A box 
ftands near the fprtng to receive the offerings of the 
charitable ^ and it is pleafing to add, that thofe who 
come to be happy themfehres, do not forget others. 
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wliom age, diftrefs, or fickneft, has prevented irons 
(baring in their pleafures ; as the contributions annu- 
ally received in this way for the pariihes of Gientofre 
and Lyngbye, are very coafiderable. We drank of 
the fpringt and left the park by the way of RUmpen- 
borg Tavern, along the fea fiiore. 

At fome little diftance henc^,the Count Schimmei- 
inann has a beautiful country feat, reared on an emi- 
nence, at the foot of which is the ipring of Emilia. 
The Count has ereAed a monument to the memory of 
his wife, and that it might be a fymbol of his excefEve^ 
grief, he caufed the water to fpout frorp an eye, on 
which account, the fpring is vulgarly called, « The 
Weeping Eye.*' Trees, which now almofl; reach the 
fu^mit of the mount, throw a (hade over the fpot, and 
benches are placed, in different pofitions, to invite re- 
pofe, or indulge contemplation. ^ 

Moft perfons, in their way to and from Copenhagen, 
halt at this interefting fpot. A peafant maid attends* 
to hand a cup of water to the paflenger, who while he 
refts a moment, is delighted with the immediate prof- 
peA of the fea, not many yards diftant from hi3 feet. 

We next reached Ordrup, where we determined to 
pafs the night. The village was almoft wholly con* 
fumed by fire fome years ago, and is now* much im^. 
proved by the new buildings, which are chiefly gen- 
tlemen's feats. The next morning we turned into the 
avenue leading to Count BernftorfTs manfion, which 
is very large, and certainly the mod magnificent coun- 
try refidence in the ifland. It is built in a valley. 
Three fides of it are enveloped in romantic groves, but 
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tbe front is entirely optn, and prefents itfelf mofl: ad^ 
vantageoufly to a diftant obfervcn A folemn itillnefe 
reigned around, without any odier interruption than 
the occafional melody of birds within the grove, whiiSh 
gave a contemplative charm to the fcene, and made it 
perfedlly enchanting, l viewed it feelingiy, it was the 
haven of a pilot who had weathered many a ftorm in 
rendering fenrjees to his cpuntry, and left behind him 
an example worthy the imitation of the mod .exalted 
charaflers. 

At fome little diftance from this feat of Gount 
Bcrnflorff, is the hamlet, of Jaegerlborg. The hunt- 
ing box which ftood on this fpot has been demolilhedi 
and barracks built in its room for the recruits of huflars 
who arc drilled here. It was the hour of exercife 
when we approached. Although they appeared to 
perform but awkwardly the new and difficult ma- 
noeuvres lately introduced into the. cavalry fervice, ftill, 
with fome patience on the part of the officers they 
may in time become exi)ert. 

With the abolition 6f Gerq^an recruits, we have loft 
German habits, and it is no longer the fafliion to 
make men foldiers by flogging. Having no Germane 
to run away, defertion formerly fo frequent, is now 
Kttlc known. The perpetual fcene of punilhment 
was ofFenfive to all who felt for their fellow creatures^ 
and the new fyftem naturally gives fatisfa^ion. 

The bad habits of thefe vagabonds were commum-M' 
catcd like a plague ampng our native foldiers, and* 
ihtis,- not only the name, but the profeffion became; 
contemptible. The national charadter^ therefore, dc- 
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msnded a reform ; no foreigner, in future, can^ ferve tci 
our army. Natives, fubjeA to t>e enrolkd as foldiers^ 
are to fcr?c for fix years only, inftead of eight ; the two 
firft on garrifon duty, aud for the remainder* of their 
time, they are only . to pafs one month of the year at 
Copenhagen, for the purpofe of exercife; and this 
witiiout prejudice to their regu}ar pay, 4)read|. and 
-quarters; they are, befides, allowed five dollars per 
bead, yearly, for marching .money, 

A method has been adopted in the i:egiment of the 
huflars, (^nd, I believe, throughout the army) much 
more likely to improve a foldier than^e lafli. Pre- 
miums are diftributed to the deferving '^^ emulation, 
confequently, infpires ail to aim at the prize, and in 
fuch a competition none can lag far behind. 

We returned from Jaegerfborg and came to the vil- 
lage of Gientofte, which ilopes down the banks of a 
lake. There are few farmers m this^place, the hoiifes 
chiefly belonging to citizens. Mr. Mailing lives here. 
The clergyman of this pariih is the Rev. Mr. Hoegh, 
a man equally rcfpfefted^or the dffcharge of his (acred 
duties, and his readinefs to promote the welfare of his 
fellow creatures. . 

Mr. Hoegh obtained the fir ft prize (a gold medal 
wprth a hundred dollars) given by the .Agricultural 
fociety, for the bc(t Treatjife on Farming. This valua- 
ble work is writtea.in chapters, dcfcriptive of the dif- 
ferent and moft profitable methods to be adopted in 
the cultivation of lands, the brcemng of cattte, with 
general rules for Che improvement of horticulture. To 



•i 



general, form only an eighth or tcntl^part of thccfta. 
bhfl,«.em on a /a«„. Nor i, this all ; tor added te 
Ae^ceUence of the fyftcm. «.dthe good it has pro- 
duced,mju.d.ng a prejudiced multitude to indiiftry. 
^^J^^ written a >ookx.f a very peculiar and 
Wm^ry nature. He has become the advocate of the 
brut<;c«atioh, prefixing to the difife«nt chapters on 
ajim^., an^addrefe. whe«in religion and morality are 
aW jr blended m fupport of th^ caufe he pleads. That 
which.prccedes the chapter on horfes, is. in particu- 
ar, written with a degree of enefgy and feeling, equal- 
ly worAy of hi« head and heart. He draws a piLrc 
of the d«tic8 «e,owe ^ noble animal, enlarges upon 
the benefita we receive from him, dweUs on the wan- 
tranefs with which manKnd too often repay thoft 
obligations by oppreffive«ruelty, and concludes his ar- 
guments in a. manner fo impreffivc, that the moft 
hardened heart muft become a convert to his fcn- 
timents. - • . 

His own laads are a fufficient proof, that his rules 
ate not of that defcription which look well on paper 
W refill the teft i whathe recommends he follows. 
«ic returns of his fteepfold,- coiapared wkh that of 
another flock equal in number, are, atleaft, double the 
amount. All that has been done at Efrom fincc 
l«0O» to improve the nswive breed of Iheep, had faeem 
long before praaifed by Mr. Hoegh.oo a fcaic pfo.' 
portioned to his means. He fcruples not to lend rams ' 
among his neighbours, from his excellent EngiiOi 
TOck, or difpole of lambs to them at a fair price. 
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Tlie apfnwwre ol tUs part of tbe couiitr^r itr^^^ 
mmks th^ beneficial exelrci(uu of the firft Coutit Born^ 
iUnS, CMi wkich Mallii^ thw exfurefies faimfdf : 

« la the feaf 116%^ ^ vtUagps Gientofte, Ordntpi 
<Kaii4 Vatige4e». wcte pvichaied by Count Beraftorff i 
•<dieycoaapriM. about forty famtllest all in. extireiiic 
« ifuKgeBie. iU a. philpatfitopift be t:oukL nest beb>iay 
^ mith md iffcfaaca » ^ vretebedaefe o£- tbefe poor 
^jMfle» ia. a coontfy which nature filmed to have 
^formed for the apiileaDGe of ita iahabiianta. I& 
•^ wifbed to be amfidetcd the^heaefajaor of a fxer 
««aiid wvaithy sa^.niher than the lofd of iaves. 
^Believing their ndCcrf to arifis; foom their baaring 
<< heeih lihe tuoft oAen^onxnAd by hsud labor, he 
<« fobhred to abdtft their partnetfhqiiB th^ fields^ ami 
<f to place theai io a fituatioR: Where they might ej^ed 
«< to reap the fsuita of their individual iadtxftrjr* To 
<« eftAdii8»b4determinodoiiipaFeeUisig out tbp lands 
<< in fiutable lota i he jHrevailed on his tenantry to 
« throw the dice for the choice, and encouraged tfaem^ 
«< by .^rdenu, to move their £arma to' the ground 
t' which fell to their &are« 

<« Co9nt Qernftorff expended, firpm hk owil prii- 
<« vate pmfe^^in fettUng and |^iag permanencj^ to^ tUa 
<( arnn^emeatf fe^ti ^oufiind dolbrst but he cos- 
«( fidered die Ai^ well a^ftliedl, aod foiind hiinielf 
Hamply repaid by the hilarity wliich now aceompab- 
««aied the labors ^fthojle poor famiUeawhofe wet 
«< bxe he had taken fo mueh paiaa to enfure.'' 

The gratefal pea&nta, many- years ago, erefled ^^ 
plain mairble naoiiuo)«fft». by the.higk load^ ia honor 
of the Count. 
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# When T'fefloA on tke names of BeniAoril^ Hdt^ 
and Laden, who have fo moiiificeatly aiid fucoeftfuUf 
employed their means and taknta'to fiidi ndbie pmw 
pofeSf I always rbxiemix^r J(bc^ 
gable zeal, exerted themfeltes to inftil into the milda 
of the peafantry,. thus emandpatol^ tight notiom of 
Rberty and happincfs. The body of the peaCantwas, 
till lately, enflaved, and (b ms bU mmd. TJie kamgs 
of the Xx>rd of the fiEanor ftdidned die.oncy and i^no* 
ranee the other, informer timeS) the mafteis ap- 
pointed to country fchopla i^temeftly ftudent^srlusfe 
cxtravaganiee had deprived ^nemof the means lb pitiw 
fue mm courfe of ftudies at the tuuverfity. /Thm 
men^ nlirl^red in idlenef^t vice, and debanclitry, were 
appointed to ineulcate morality on the unfermed imni 
of yoiith ; meh^ whofe nficeffities alone induced tbem» 
for the fake of fubfiftenee, to aeceptifae office. 

But when the gloom which had fo long clouded the 
profpe£bs of thefe poor ruftics was difpelledi the fun of 
information, as i^ were, inftantly fliot forth its cheer* 
ing rays) and men of ihe firft abilities came forward to 
offer their affiftance in fupport;of fo laudable a caufe. 
A feminary was founded to fupply fchools with able 
and exemplary mafters. In this inftitmion Riber took 
the lead. It was enaAed, diat no perfon fliould be 
qualified for the (ituatipn of fchool mafter, who had 
not attended this feminary three years. It was open to 
every one, and that men in ftraitened circumftances^ 
as the fons of pcafants, with abilities, might not be 
precluded from its advantages, the price for mainte- 
nance and inrtmftion was fixed at the rate of forty 



64 

4oUai;8 jtxAj. Independent . of reading, writing, aaA 
accountSt they are inftru£^ed in aftronomy, mathema- 1 
ticsy geographj, natural hiilory, gardening, and crcrj ' 
requifite to diffufe ufeful knowledge among their 
pupiU. 

Mr. Riber oi^ly lived a few. years, but he had the; 
&tis£a6%ion to fee thofe plans profper to which lie had 
devoted. his principal attention. He was fucceeded by 
Mr. GuUberg, (nephew of the Rev. Mr. Hoegh^ in 
Gientofte) who is by Urdi a nobleman } bttt» though, 
foftune favoured him thus highly, nature was ftill niore 
bountiful } flie endowed him with a genius which led 
him to fuperior honors. He courted the fcienofp and 
when ftttdy had perfe£led the gifts of nature, and the 
efibrts of his poetical genilis* had rendered his name 
publiC} he accepted this fituation. ^o higher eulogy 
can be pafled on this man, fo truly noble, than the fol- 
lowing ezpreffion of an author, whofe n^^me has 
efcaped my memory : « Mr. Guldberg, whofe birth 
<< entitled him to play at cards at court, now fits down 
f < quietly on Blaaegaard,f teaching peafatit boys to read 
*« and write/' 

Not far from the high road/ on the banks of a lake, 
are the remains of the village of Emdrup, now reduced 
to two farms, the other peafancs having moved to the 
fields affigned them. Whenlfpeakof this village, 
itrecals the enjoyment of my boyifli days; hard by 

* Indepentieiit of fevend dramatic pieces, Mr. Guldberg has j^it- 
tcn a Poem in Iambics, called, « The Ajtftance Cbttrch TarJ." 
^ ^ The konie where the fcminary is kept. 
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^tives a peafanty on whole farm I was aceuftom«4, 
"^hen at fchoolj eagerly to derote all my hotyday time. 
' When the dreadful five of Copenhagen/ in the year 
17&5»^ deftroyed 94S hottfes, this man, (as did aB die 
peafants of the neighbourhood) repaired with his wajg;- 
gon t€> the city^ that be might ailift in faving the pro- 
* t>erty of the inhabitants. While felfifli minds were 
eniplayed in^ forming fchemes for turning the misfor- 
tune of Others to their own advantage, my honeft 
friend was aduated by quite contrary motives. He 
was employed to move the goods of one of our favor- 
ite mafters ^ and agreed, for a fmall fuin ; but although 
he did miich more than he had ftipulated for, it was 
impoifible to force any additional reward upon him. 
This trait cettainly dcfefved admiration. ' 

♦< We are accuftomcd, to contemplate the virtues of 

m man clad in a fflken gam^nt," faid one of my mafters, 

«• but fuffer merit in a ruftic coat to pafs unnoticed by ; 

f<and yet the latter is mod entitled to our admiratiQu. 

« Tjie one im|)roves the. gift of nature by educatioo, 

« and refines it by i^ixing with the world. The 

« other depends on nature alone, and ads from the 

«• free, unbiailed, principles of innate worth." To 

this he adapted the fimile of Stenie. « Like ancient 

*< medals, the peafants kept more apart, and paffing 

<< but few peoples' hands, preferve the firft (harpnefs 

<< which the fine hand of nature has given them. They 

« are not fo pljeafant to fee), but in return, theJegtnd 

««is fo vifible, that at the firft look you fee whofc 

«« image and fupcrfcription they bear/' ^^ 
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To ^116 p^ftnfs IfiftmAiflBtt I am todd^t^l for 
wbateter I nurf knDw €»f die ninl purfiiiis of my 
Gouotiy^ ki$ Jttdgmmt, pcrfevcnmce, sad^oppovtmai- 
tics permiiting him to ciU^te hia itndtoQ nfopetior 
plan. 

The city naturally gtves a beneBcial iiiftieiiee. to' 
its neighboufhoody biit if it intigorate the peafiuit in 
fome inftances, in othersit is contagious. The man<^ 
nets an4 luanries of the cits entfosch an the eoono- 
my of the ruftics> tiO esperience, too late^ teaches them 
they cannot grafp the fragant beauties of the rofe^ 
without encountering the fniart of the thorn. 

Not having as yet vifited a regular farm, my friend 
gladly acceded to my propofal of inaking a ?ifit to 
one, where I was fure to meet a hearty welcome.^ . 

"We found our faoft at home^ and foon engaged him 
to (hew tts his fields, which contained upwards of fix-^ 
ty acres, all enclofed with living fences, and prefent- 
ing a moft gratHying proof of the itiduftry of Aeir 
owner. Whichever way we turned' our «^s, no 
wifte fpot was difcemible. Rye, barley, oats, peafe, 
tares, and potatoes, wav^d, without intermiffion, tjver 
the exuberant (cnl i while, in other fields, the abun* 
dant clover almoft overtopped the fportive lamWs whidh 
friiked around their dams, tethered with long ropes to 
Ac ground.* 

'^ Since th^ diibls^a ojf paitneiflup umto^ the j^e^witf die te* 

J^dive fields bare mbflly beeo enclofed. In order, therefore, to pre- 
rent their ftock from ifljiinng the com, or fro^n breaking through the 
hedges into the fields d their neighbours, they peg their fiorfes, cowa, 
ibeep, tad iMigi, to the grousd, by mesw of a rope ieveral yardt hmg. 
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Ckirer k teeome «<«iiiioii e^rf uribm^ wkiie ha^y . 
k made biii raririj, except on fuch iM9idaw as are un^ 
fit for bctttcf iifcs. . Wheau: 19 fcarce in thia neighbom^ 
bcMxi, every one- cullivaiing barley » foe srhicb they fiQ4 
a ready fate, in die city, at well as for i£e ilraw, which 
is maqh in demand among diftillers a^ odierB who 
keep, many cows. 

Mr. .Hbegh^in his chapter on iheep, laments die 
prevatltng.cuftc^ among die poi&nts, of ielUng their 
beft lambs^ :9nd. con^mns altogether the pra&ioe of 
kilUiig them, B^ holds np^ the cuilofm of fiaglandt 
where Co muph niutton is confumed, in iiupport ojF his 
advice \ whereas^ with'us. mutton is little known. My 
hod ftriflly adheres to Mr, s Hough's pUn, — ^he keeps 
all his beft limbs to breed. — << 1 ihpuld- 6niy rob my* 
<( iblf/' fkiA hci <' if I aaed otherwife.'* But he never 
kept his lapib^ .beyond die year. , 

In vefpeA to his horfes,. I plainly perceived the good 
eff?<9:s of the plan adopted by government, which fends 
an atintfal. committee thrmigh Denmark and Hplfteit^ 
who coUeA &ew8 of cattle, and adjudge prizes of 
twetity^fiye, fifty» or a hundred dollars for the beft ' 
bred ftaUtons. The candidaiite who has received the 
pieniium one year, is permitted to produce the fame 

The hmi for the prelenration offence's md fielcb are extremely rigid. 
Proprietors haTe nbt \Qiily a right to pooitd woaterer cattle may ia- 
crpich iipos them, tilt redeemed by the owner, but even to (hoot them 
after repeated trefpafles, if proper meafures be not taken to prevent 
them in future. The puniihment^for ftealing cattle is juiUy fevere 
he who ft^als, though only a itngle lamb, is feni Into flavcry for fere ] 
ralyewG^ 
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it appear, that during the iotehnediate time, the ani- 
mal has improved, and beea of fenrioe lao die neigh- 
Bourhood ; the inhabiunts of which pay^ individi^iUyy 
to the owner of the horfe facb fum as they mutuaUy 
agree apon« 

The pealantSt ^s I before. obfenred» at a ihort dis- 
tance from the city, find confiderable advantage in its 
vicinity y bat it likewife teems with ills, by teaching 
them luxury. The peaiJiint'wl^ goes to town for a 
waggon load of manure, generally returns ^ith a littk 
ftore of cofiee and gin i and cuftooi has already made 
thefe articles eflential to the domeftic eftabliihment of a 
ruftic family. Nor is this the only evil.— They ne» 
gleA altogether to cultivate, their gardens, from the 
more advantageous, and lefs toiUbme, produce of their 
fields. It is qaite a phenomenon to fee a garden oc-* 
anpy an acre atf^nyfarm within afetv miles of Copen- 
hagen. Much has been faid on this fttbje£b, and Mr. 
Hoegh particularly recommends gardening. to the at- 
tention 9f the peafantty ^ with afitirances, that it will 
ultimately recompenfe their labors i but tliey are deaf 
to all remoiiftraoce on this head, and objlinately^r* 
fift in merely raifing vegetable;s for their own con- 
fumption, or buying them from the Amackers. 

My friend's garden was not better than thofe of bis 
neighbours; it fcarcety occtipied half an acre, audits 
chief boaft was, twenty or thirty beehives, m the ma- 
nagement of which' he was particularly fkilful. 

This is a very favorite ftudy with the peafants, 
though more general in Funen and Holfteifl, jbaw in 
Zealand. 
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Superior as was the management of my hoft^ I thinlc- 
he Excelled in theory. He was, it is true, bom a pea- 
iant like others, but he had rubbed off much of his na- 
tural roughnefs, and was above being guided by cuf- 
tongf or prejudice. His judgment was improved by a 
ftorc oFrcading,' which placed him far above his equals 
in condition. He took' great pleafure in ftudy, and 
whcn'ever his ocupations allowed hini time for recrea- 
lion, he employed it in perufing fuch authors, as might 
yield hit^i folid information, or advantageoufly beguile 
him. Mr. Hoegh*s treatife Aood foremoft among his 
books. Fleifchejr 6n Bees, and a number of fubordi- 
Hate treatifes on Rural Economy, filled up the (helf. 
Below were ranged the works of the great Copyift of 
Nature, the immortal Hoiberg.* Nor did he confine 
his knowledge to reading ; the ftudy of mankind he 
found equally neceflary> and fo happily did he apply 
Ris talents, that he was a rational and pieafing com- 
panion on any ful>jed. , Sometimes, indeed, I have 
heaird him acquit himf^lf in a manner that would not 
have difgraced a profefled fchblar./ He was a politi- 
cian too, but with one very rare- talent, no warmth of 
argument prevented him from difcriminating when to 
talk, and when to be filent. He never fatigued his 
hearers. 

It was my duftonvto join in celebrating his harveft 
home, and I enjoyed peculiar fatisfaftion in looking oh 
the many fmiling countenances around me. This feaft 

* A new editioa of his Dramatic Compofitions is now pQblHhing» 
at Copenhagen, under the fuperintendance of Profeflbr Nyerup »d4 
Mr. Hegcr, an ador on ,thc Theatre Royal. 
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is held the firft Sunday after Michaelmas. All who 
haye affifted in gathering the crop affemWc to be merry, 
and forget the toils of^ the field Goojd eating invites 
hilarity, while checrfulnefs and inndcenir mirth crown 
the day. . * ^ 

When I reflcft on the pleafurcs I here partook of 
in the early part of my life, t grieve to think thbfc 
happy days arc paft, never to rcturp i I love to dwell 
on the remcmbrancie of what t then enjoyed i mj 
claims were fmall, and foori anfvered i but I baipe 
found, the more our choice of pleafurcs expands, the 
lefs deep is the ftrcam. My friend's good humor al- 
ways lit op mine i '' his jokes appeared to me the foul 
of wit, and his honell Hofpttality furpafled iiU the rc« 
finements of poliQicd breeding. 

We continued with him till Sunday, when he drove 
us to church. We pafled Soeborg-lake^ which fup- 
plies the city with water ^ it is conveyed through a 
brook to the Lake of Emdrup, whence it runs thrdugh 
a canal into difte refervojrs near Copenhagen. This 
lake, however, being almoft choaked up with fedge 
and peat, a number of gentlemen have entered into a 
fubfcription to have it drained, and a . windipill has 
been ere^ed for the purpofe. It is probable th& fteam 
engine was deemed too cxpenfivej but I fliould have 
thought Dr. Darwin's machine for raifing^ water, 
would have been extremely^ applicable on this oc- 
cafion. 

Great expe£bittons are formed from the peat, whicb> 
i$ is, faid will Hot be cut up in many years. 
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The alacrity with which the plan ol ;thid uncfcrtak- 
ing was caught, and the fpirit with which it has been 
carried into executibn, deferve, at Icaft, aotl wlf^I 
truft, obtain an adequate reward. 

^W^e reached Brqenihdey,— and ag we t!)itered the 
chuTch my ruftic frien^ o^efring a nimtber of women 
in the porch, told me, we Ihould fee the ceremony of 
churching a peafant's wife. 

The derkhaving read the Lprd's prayer, at the 
choir door^* pfalms were fang 5^ then the clergyman, 
the R6v. Mr. Veftengaafd, having, read the coUcft, 
epiftle, andgofpel, at theakar,^ walked down to the 
door of the porch, where he addveied a (hort dif- 
courfe to the woman who now enlered the church at- 
tended by*hcr frieiids 5 and the clergyman afcended 
the pulpit. When the fcrmon concluded, he return- 
ed to the akar, whither the woman and her friends 
attended to prcfent their o^rings. Pfalms were 
again fung^ and th^ priefl having pronounced die bene- 
dif^ion, the clerk returned to the choir, (door, where 
having offered a ihort prayer, fervice ended. 

From Broenflioey we proceeded ihrough the village 
of TJtterflocv, to the AiEftance Church Yard ; this is 
a fquare piece of ground which was fome years ago 
enclofedby^a brick wall, for the interment of the poor. 
Rows of lime trees divided the church yard, at equal 
diftances, into allotments, for the different parilhes. 
When thefe trees began to fliade the graves of the iij- 

* Tke choir in Benmadc is fqjarated fhmi the hddy of the church 
1)7 a railing! which is entered by an afcent of fteps. 
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4igent, the opulent envied them their place of rcpofc, 
Mid marble monuments rofc above the croffcs of wood, 
thofe humble memorials of the poor. But^--. 

Let Mt amWon mocV thtlr ofcfiil tdil, 
IVar bomelj jors, and deftioy obfcure ; 

Vor gnmdair hear with a difdainful ^le. 
The Ihort aod fimple annals of the poor. , 

The boaft of heraldry, die pomp of power, 
And aM that beauty, all that wealth e*cr gaTc, 

Await alike th' ioeritable hour, 

The pathi of glory lead but to the grave. 

Nor you. ye proud, impute to thcfc the ^fc. 
If menjory o*er their tomb no trophies raifc, 

Where through the long drawn aifle and fretted TOlt 
The peaHiig anthems fweU the note of praife. 

Can ftoried urn or animated buft. 

Back to its manfion call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honor's voice provoke the filent duft, 
9r flattery foothc the duU coldear of death ? 
y 

Perhaps in this ncgleifted fpot is laid 

Some heait once pregnant with celeftial ik'e* 
Hands, that therod of empire might hive f^ayV 
Or^wak'd to ecftafy the living lyre. 

But knowledge to tlieir eyes her ample pag«. 
Rich with the fpoils of time, did ne'er unrol ; 

Chtll penury reprefsVi their noble rage, 
Aftd froze the geniai cuirchtof theibd. 
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Mlaianf a gem of pareft rcy fercnc, 
Tbe dark anfathom'd c»ves of oee9Q bear .* 

EttUmany a flower it bom to blulh mnfecOa 
And wafte iu fveetneft on the defert air* 

Hie thoii|;]itIe6 world to maj^ may botr^ 

£ialt the faraTc, and idoUte focceft ; 
Bat more to inaocettce their £dety owe. 

Than p^w'f «r gfnivt, c*cr «o|i%ir*dio Ufi6# 

This Gard^ ^ the Dead^ (as ou/f poet eall« ie) id 
aot, however, excluGveiy ufiirpecl bjr poiilpo«6 tomtM^ 
and ilUdeferved panegyric. Men of vrorth and ge- 
nius have alfo chofen it for their laft home -, whence 
variety of rank, fortune, and merit, have combined to 
form a mirror for the contemplation of mankind^ 
Vfhere they may learn to imitate the good, and fliun the 
bad. 

The church yard, in its prefent ftate, has become a 

place of public refort 5" yet the folemtMty of the fcene 

is never invaded by guilty merriment. A facred 

ilillnefs prevails. Each follows his own purfuit — he 

walks among the dead^bis foul aiibciates with their 

fpirits. The awful communion pervades his frame^ 

and his mine! foars above fublunary things. The hu{^ 

band moiirns the lofs of a beloved wife* The mother 

and childxen ftrew fand and powers over the renewjed 

grave pf a huibaod and father. Th^ imii |da»(« f 

fofe Ml the tomb ot lier takl^iyiL loivlr, aod (he ciriEen 

of ihc wodd gives a tear to thofe whofe yirtucjs, of 

talents^ have OLcited the general adminitipQj ^Afh'sd 

luftre on the land of their birth. 

G 
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Beneath a lofty lime tree ftands a fmaU ftone, o^ 
which is engraven this (hort infcription ; 

« O. I. SAMSOE, 

« He wrote Dt?eke* and died." 

Here feelings of private attachment, and Cncere 
forrow croud painfully on my repoHection. . But thej 
are. mewly the congenial fentimehts of a nation which 
deplored the lofs of Samfoe as her proudeft boaft ; I 
ihall, therefore, rather communicate what others,. his 
more intimate friends, have faid to his honor. Mr. 
Falfen wrote the following 

EPITAPH: 

MOURNFUL, DEJECTED, 
HIS iFRIENDS CROUD AROUND THE^ CORPSE OE 

SAMSOE! 

AND ASK 

WHO WAS I^ORE qENTLE IN MANNERS, 

' MORE KIND OF SOUL, 

MORE HONEST OF HEART, 

MORE PURE IN LIFE ? ^ 

THE MELPOMENE OF DANIA 

ADVANCING WITH THE VEIL OF SORROW IN HER HAND; 
" * SPREADS IT OVER HER FAVORITE, 

• A Tragedy in five acts ; the plot is taken from the hiftory of 
Cbriftian the Second. Dyyeke wasthe miArefs of that king, wl^e 
became fo enraged at Iter t>eiQg poifoned through court intrigue, that 
lie caufed the ipnocent .Torben Oxc (then Lord of the palace) to be 
lieheaded,— an act, which made him the deteflation of all ciafies, and 
Okimately led to his l^ig dethroned and put' in prifon, where he 
fipded bis days. 
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- ' AND PLACES HER DAGGER OK 
HIS BIER. 

S A M S O E, 

THY EXTINGUISHED ETE DOTH NOT BEHOLD 

THE TEARS WHICH THT COUNTRYMEN SHED 

OVER THt MEMORY, 

NOR MOURf>HNG PARENTS 

WHO ENCIRCLE THY CRAVE, 

AND EMBRACE THY PUPILS, WHOM THOU 

DIDST LEAD TO VIRTUE, exclaiming: 

^» peace to the ASHES OF OF CUR BENEt^ACToR.P' 

WHILE THE DANISH FAIR STREW 

THY GKAVE WITH TL0WERS> 

AND sigh; 

^« SOFTLY REST- THE' AUTHOR CF DYVEKE P 

In the edition of the pofthumous works of Samfoe^ 
Profeffor Rahbek * concludes his biography thus : 

<• Ofi the SOtb January ,f the day after his inter- 
ment, his Dyvf ke was brought out at the theatre, and 

• Mr. Rahbek, formerly Profeffor of belles lettrcs, at the Unlvcr- 
llty of Copeah^gen, is editor of the Minerva Monthly Journal, 
ivhich has flouriihed for upwards of fifteen years. He aUb publUhet 
a paper weekly, called the Danifli l^pedator, composed of mifcellane« 
* ous matter, the nature of which will be eafily underftcod, when I 
fay, the author and his able coadjutors, have from its commencement^ 
unvariably purfued that maxim of Pope*s, — 

" Eye nature's walks, (hoot folly as it flics, 
•* And catch the manners, living, as they rife." 
f The aSth and apth of January are the birth days of the King 
and Prifice Royal, in honor of which, a tiew dramatic piece is always 
► brougJ^t out on the week day fubfequent. 
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obtained a degree of approWion, which iiot4>nIy.jttA 
tified^ but even furpafled, what rumour had preriouf- 
Ij faid to its advantage. Succeffiive reprefentations 
haye ftrengthened^ and there can be no doubr» will 
confirm, its merits. On the third night, the receipts 
of the houfe were for the benefit of the author's heirs. 
On this occafion, the manager, on Ihe fuggeftion of 
a poet» gratified the public feeUngs at the conclufion 
of the piece, with a folemn ceremony. 

<< On an urn, at the extremity of the ftage, was 
written < Samsoe/ Melpomene leaning over it, ut- 
tered, in a plaintive voice, — ^ Hi is no more! To 
which the Genius of Time replied, — < His memorj 
fives** The awful ftillnefs of the fcene was here iii- 
temipced by a fpectator» who, rapturoufly exclaimed, 
• Zfe memory of Sam/oe will live for ever /* The found, 
like electricity, fpread throughout the houfe, and an 
cnthufiaftic repetition was univerfal and reiterated. 

<< It has been propofed to ere£l ^ monument over 
his grave, with this infcription : 

• HE WROTE DYVEKE AND DIeD.' 

<< Nothing more forcible and concife could have 
been imagined, to recal to the memory of every ad- 
mirer of the fciences, the lofs they have fuftained. It 
was his firft attempt in the dramatic line. 

« But how fmall a fhare of Samfoe*s worth, was his 
merit as a poet ! 

<< I Ihall endeavour to fketch his perTon and charac- 
ter. He was tall, and well made, though he loft 
muc|) of his height from an habitual (loop. Hi* 
countenance was dark, and his features full of expref- 
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fion 5 YAs fine eyes, in particular, looked the very 
foul of intelligence. ■ In his drefs a«d exterior he re- 
femblcd the neatncfs of a iriton. In feats of activity, 
ftrength, or boldnefs of enterprife, he was unequal 
led ; and he cHnccd, how ufcful he? could be to others, 
in" thoic three horrible days of the conflagration of Co- 
penhagen ; where he gave proofs of indefatigable per- 
feverance and ftrength. 

** While his patrimony lafted he was not ftriftly an 
economift. but when hi^ beneficence had affifted him 
to get through it, he learned to earn and fave. When 
free from mental vexations, he was inexprcflibly ami- 
able in his manners and converfation, and this win- 
ning gentlcnefs fecmed rather to increafe, than abate, 
with his years. At other moments, when Imbittered 
by difappointment, or roufed by injury, the fpirit, 
energy, and character, of every word that came from 
his lips were irrefiftibly imercfting. He has drawn 
himfclf, in his Canute Gyldcnftieme.* There was 
nothing poflible which he would not have done to 
ferve his friend, nor would he hefitatc to facrifice 
one, if he flandercd an afofent rompanion. He admit- 
ted, and yielded, to the frailties of humanity. But 
he tdd his friends the harlheft truths when he con- 
ceived he could benefit thena, or others, by the pain- 
fui leflbn. I never did, nor do I fuppofe I ever ftall, 
know his equal in veracity, and hondftyj he was 
nicely fcrupulous \ firm in the important concerns of 
life, . attentive in trifles. There was a correftnef^, 

* One 0f the characters in Dyveke. 

■ G-2 



dcJieacjr, ajnd fweetnefs in his friendihipy pecnliarljr 
bis own. He dcjroted himfelf to it. The principai 
efibrts of his genius were ofier'ngs at that facred 
flirine. 

<< When I call to mind how entirely he lived for his 
friends; when I remeanber that I was of the num- 
ber, when I reflect on what we enjoyed, and what 
we haye loft, in him, the pen drops from my hand, 
and I can only, with tears, repeat the words of Dy- 
Veke,"-^< God gave tnefucb a friend? 

In the centre of a wreath, carved on a plain mo- 
nument of Norwegian marble, is infcribed, *< Riber/' 
a name, which, amid painful fenfations, excites the 
cheering idea of what our country has derived, and 
will continue to derive, from his noble exertions in 
favor of the peafantry. Great as his claims are to 
our gratitude in his fcfaolaftic capacity, they are no 
lefs to our admiration in that of a linguift, poet, and 
man. Among the numerous and odorous flowers 
which grow upon his grave, that which the modefl 
author of Niels Ebbeien has planted, is eminently 
€onfpicuous for its beauty and fragrance* 

The tragedy of Niels Ebbefen is the proda£Hon of 
Mr. Sander, who was affifted in the language by Mr. 
Riber, Mr. Sander being a native of Holftein. la 
his preface to the tragedy, the author makes an ac- 
knowledgemt;;'it of his obligations to that writer, in 
the following words : — « As focm as any f)rodu6lion 
*< of art is completed, and exhibited to public viewt 
<< it becomes the painter, invariably, to retire behind 
<< the fcreen ; I ftep thither, and am filent \ yet I ar- 
^< dently wiOi to return my warmed thanks to the 
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" worthy Baden,* for the attcmioji he has bcftowcd 
" on. my eflay. He, one of our ableft coanoiffeurs, 
** and our firft grammarian, finds the diAion in this 
'* piece, as pure and corrcft arf if written by a na- 
/* tive.f This part of the public applaufe I dedicate 
*« to the manes of Riber, with a melancholy plea- 
«< fure : it is an offering due to the warmth with 
" which he conftantly encouraged me, particularly by 
^ his advice and guidance, founded on his eminent 
" knowledge of the language." 

The plot, which commemorates one of the moft 
glorious epochs in. the hiftory of Denmark, is as fol- 
low^s : 

In i^e fourteenth century, Gerhard, Count of H<J- 
ftein, lent 40,000 marks as a mortgage on the pro- 
vince of Jutland* This w»s done with a view of ul- 
timately making himfdf matter of the territory ; and, 
the better to enfure his purpofc, he fowcd diflention 
among the people, in order to wean their affedlions 
from Chriftopher, their lawful Sovereign; and with 
fuch fucccfs, that Chriftopher was compelled to flee 
to Germany, where he endtd his days. He left two 
fons, one of whom, WaWcmar, eiFcdted his efcape to 

• Profeffor of eloquence at the uniTeriity of Copenhagen ; a gen- 
tleman, whofe writings, particularly hit Tranflation of Tacituis have 
every where eftabliihed the celebrity of his namer 

t T am bot^ a Daiiifii fubje<Sfc, though not literally a Dane. The 
language certainly forms a* ftrong tie between citizen and citizen. 
But is the enjoyment of a common government nothing at all ? .Sinc^ 
the year I784> I have purfued, with indefatigable perfeverance, the ' 
ftudy of my fecond vernacular tongue. Am I not, then, as much a 
Dane as a boy of fifteen, who is born with the neceffity of leatnnag 
the language from his mother or nurfe ? 
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Cermany^ where he folicited affiftance from the Em- 
peror Lewis, to regain his ufurped crown. His bro- 
ther, Otto, was taken prifoncr by Gerhard. In the 
mean time, the Count caufed himfelf to be proclaim^ 
ed Duke of Jutland ; etcfted forts, which he intrud- 
ed to German officers, kept a large (landing armj of 
German foldiers on the fpbt, extorted enormous taxes, 
introduced German laws, artd even the German lan- 
guage in his courts of judice. Nothing was wanted 
to crown his ambition, but the title of King. While 
the infatuated tyrant was thus wading through flaugfat- 
er and defolation to the objeft of his defires, Niels 
Ebbefen, of Noerreriis, came forward, in the year 
134-0, to free his unhappy country from flavory and 
oppreffion, by meditating a plan to deftroy the Ufbrp- 
er. He knew the implicit confidence which the over- 
bearing Count placed in his German mercenaries ; he 
was aware that the tyrant was indebted to power 
alone for that repofe which confcience denied him ; 
yet determined upon crufhing him at his own palace 
in the very bofom of his flaves. 

For this purpofe, Niels Ebbefen, with fixty follow- 
ers, departed for Randcrs, where the Ufurper refid- 
ed. He /arrived in the middle of the night, and haft- 
cned to the Count's apartment, whom he killed. The 
guards, roufed by the noifc, but confufed, aod dit 
mayed, at the unexpected death of their lord, made 
no attempt to arreft Ebbefen. Wheft the general 
panic had a little fubfided, the German troops purfti- 
ed Ebbefen and his Danes, hut were impeded in their 
progrefs by the men of Ebbefen haviog removed the 
bridge. ~ 
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^ Ebbefbn then haftily tflcmbled a Kttle army, and 
engaged the Germans. This battle proved ultimately 
the delivery of Denmaik, but Niels Ebbefen loft his 
Kfe in the conteft, exclaiming, in his laft moments,-^ 
** Denmark fw ever /" 

Clofe by the wall is the grave of Andreas Chriftian 
Hviid. 

^/asy poor Tortch ! 

^ fellow of infinite jejl^ of moft 4keellent finey ! 
Mr. Hviid was our Sterne. 

On his travels during the years 1778, and 79, in 
Germany and Italy, of which he publiflied a journal, 
he followed the maxim of his predeceflbr. << I pity 
** the- man who can travel from Dan to Beerflnha^ and 
«* cry, 'tis all barren-*and fo it is — and fo is all the 
*« world to him who will not cultivate the fruits it of- 
*< fers.'* He, therefore, prefixed to his book this mot- 
to,-^** What a large volume of adventures may be 
*« grafped within this little fpan of life, by him who 
^< intereds his heart in every thing, and who, having 
" eyes to fee what time and chance are perpetually 
*« holding out to him as he journeyeth on his way, 
<< mifies nothing he czn fairly lay his hands on.'* 

But Hviid was no fervile imitator ; he had himfelf 
eyes to fee, ears to hear, and a heart to feel ; nor 
does he ever (hine in borrowed beaiities. Confider- 
ing the relative progrcfs in refinement of the t«^o na- 
tions for whom thefe Sentimental Journies have been 
written, it is obvious, that our traveller never let 
aught efcape him that might convey inftruflion Ever 
keeping this idea in view, he, perhaps, at times, is 
imperceptibly minute, and thus comes within the 
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reach of the wits of to-day, whofc judgmeot, with 
due deference to their competency, muft be traced to 
fome'other fource than the love of juftice and candor. 

Their produftiona are commonly found, where Mr- 
Hviid'a work will never be fcen, — on the counters of 
grocers, abiding their doom* 

The remarks on the countries Hviid pafled arc per- 
tinent and correft ; he never ftoopcd' to indulge in 
general refie£lions upon nations and focieties, but 
judged of individuals from his own knowledge of 
them, and not from their profeflion and denomina- 
tion. Thus his portrait of the amiable and unaiFed):- 
ed Cardinal Megazzi, of Vienna, is drawn with the 
fame good nature and addrefs as his (ketches of Pro- 
felTor Heyne, of G^ttipgen, and the other charac- 
ters he met with. Yet truth and juftice never fuffer 
under his hands. Having read the account of Dr. 
Dodd, and lamented his fate, he obfcrved, — «< Tis 
<< lingular to hang a teacher of morals ; the Englifii, 
«< however, are juft." 

<* Hence it. will be feen, he perceived that the real 

« advantage of travel, as it regards the Sf avoir vivre, 

" is by feeing a great deal of men and manners ; it 

<< teaches us mutual toleration, and mutual toleration 

4' teaches us mutual love." 

He entertains, as it were, an inftinflive inclination 
towards England, and feveral times burfts forth in 
raptures on thinking what awaits him there, when he 
fliall again alTemble with fome Utcrary friends, among 
whom \^as our celebrated Profeflbr Winfloev, who 
fet out with him from Copenhagen, but parted at 
Hamburg for their ultimate deflination, London. I 
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am not certain whether he came to England ; at Icaft, 
there is no accountof it in his work. His acquaint- 
ance with Britifk authors, to judge from his book^ 
was cxtenfive. Of the poets, he preferred Pope, 
¥^hafe beautiful lines he quotes : ^ 

Thus let me live, unfccn, unknown. 

Thus anlamented let me die, ' 
Steal from the world, and not a ftone 

Tell where I lie. r^^ 

litis wifli of his was not, however, fulfilled. The 
record of his death in 1786, at the age of thirty-fix, 
prefents itfelf on a fimple taMet pf marble, embellifh- 
ed with his profile, and ere£ted by his friends and ad- 
mirers. ^ 

Not far from the Church Yard are. the fields in 
which the foldiers are exercifed during the month of 
June. On the lafl day a review is held, which is at- 
tended by the King, the Royal Family, and the whole 
court, beforp whom the troops defile and manoeuvrci 
under the immediate command of the Prince Royal. 
Ev*5ry one knows what a reviqw is, therefore it would 
be needlefs to give an account of it The review, 
however, which took place here, this day fortnight, 
was uncommonly grand, being honored with the pre* 
fcnce of an Englifli Prince 5 the firft who vifited Den- 
mark fince the Duke of Glouccfter, — upwards of thir- 
ty years ago. 

Prince William of Gloucefter arrived ofF the Sound, 
Saturday the 12th of June, in the Latona, of 36 guns. 
Intelligence* being received of his approach, the Prince 
Royal put off the review, intended to be held that 
day, to the day foUovring* 
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The Sunday being extremely fine, and the agree* 
aUe novelty of an Engltfli Prince being prcfent, natii*- 
rally drew together an amazing concourfe. 

At this review I perceived silmoft all the officers 
wore French feathers. Whether it were intended as 
a compliment to the Englifli Prince, or from what 
motive I cannot fay^ but the Prince Royal came into 
the field with an EngUfli feather in his hat. This un- 
looked for circumftance, as might be expedied, in- 
fiantly caufed an alteration of the Gallic fafliion, and, 
in a few days after, our officers appeared no lefs a^ 
teattve than their Prince* 

My friend took it into his head to return to Copen- 
hagen by fea, we, therefore, crofled all the fields 
down to the Lime-kiln, where we hired a boat. Juft 
as we were paiEng the mod remarkable field about 
Copenhagen, I begged him to accompany me a few 
paces out of the way, that I might fliew him fome- 
thing worthy his obfervation. Imipediately on the 
fhore (lands a fmall done with this xnfcription,* Jus* 
iitz^Stedet^ the fight of which cannot fail to excite 
agreeable fqnfations, when we.confider how feUpm it 
is frequented. The lad execntion took place in the 
year 1797. I fliall not turn cafuift on this occa&on; 
whatever the caufe-^fieds combine to render this 
ftone an honorable monument of the national chatac* 
ter 

Mat thb jiaws of our <:o9nthv havjb no occa- 
sion TO OISTVM THE QAASA WH1C0 SiU»SS TSU^ 

spotI 
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BATTLE 6f COPENHAGEN. 



Intelligence that a BritiA octt was k6n off 

the Sound, produced a much more general alarm tfean 
its aftual arrival in the roads of Copenhagen. Our 
means of defence were in fuch a ftate, that we cotild 
fcarcely hope to refiff, much lefs to repel an ertemy. 

There could be no doubt as to die Britifli ftilps , 
paffing the Sound the moment an opportunity oifef- ' 
ed, conGdering how the Dutch Admiral Opdath, paf- 
fed it with his ffeet, during the (lege of Copenhagen, 
] in thcvyears 1658-60. At that time Cronborg was in 
( pofleffion of the Swedes. They had numerous batte- ' 
i'^rics on their fliore, and a confiderable fleet' riding in ** 
j;the Soimdk Yet, Opdam fought his way tfirougli. 
':this triple fire, and, with the lofs of one llife, reachcli' ' 
jthc toads of Copenhagen; 

For feven days the wind wa^ unfavorable W tlie ' 
Britifli, during which time our beft exertions were. 
I cmptoycdin preparing for the worft, fo that We di)J, 
not fuffer any material mortification at finding we 
were left to (hift for ourfelves. *'^' 

H 
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The Swedifh Admiral^ Cronftedt, paid us a vifit, at 
Copenhageni during this interval, but for what pur- 
pofe heaven only knows § he came with his official 
attendants, but not with a fingle fliip. 

On the morning of March the SOth» about feven 
o'clock) the thundering peals of Cronborg put an $nd 
to fufpenfe. Very ihortly after, we could difeem the 
fleet, which approached rapidly. The tremendous 
cannonading from the fort gave us an idea of what it 
might efledi, if it could reach its ob)e£t. His Ma}e{- 
ty of Sweden (who obferved the paffage of the fleet 
fkom Helfingborg) appeared fenfible of this, and after 
the cannonading had ceafed, difpatched an ofiicer to 
compliment the governor of Cronborg. 

As the gale was blowing freih, the Britifti foon ad- 
^vanced within feven or eight miles x>f the city, where 
they came to an anchor. A frigate, a lugger, and a 
brig got rather nearer ^ but the battery of the Three 
Crowns, and the fire from the Uockibips, compelled 
them to retire. The magnificence of this fpc£lack 
naturally left various imprei&ons on our minds, but 
whether favorable or unfavorable, they were foon for- 
gotten in the enthufiafm aiid unanimity which pre- 
vailed among all claiTes. The queftion was not. Who 
is the enemy ? But, Where is the enemy i It was a 
moment of impending danger; the duty we owed our 
country, therefore, infpired us with only one fenti- 
ment. The noble fpirit difplayed by the ftudents at 
the fiege in 1658-60 was now equally confpicuous in 
their fucceflbrs, who with one hand and one heart, 
^ociated themfeWes into a corps of twelve hundred ( 
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while thofc fons of the mtifes whom age or infirmltf 
prevented from rallying round the ftandard of patrio- 
tifin, did all in their power to encourage and con firm 
fo laudable ah effort. Chamberlain Lindenkrone fent 
a thoufand dollars to- the aid of thofe fhidents* whofc 
private means were unequal to the expenfe of their 
public duties. 

1*He command. of this, corps- was given to Mr. dt 
Hauch, Marfhal of the court|^ who foon placed it in 
excellent order. 

M. de Laurifton', happening to be at Copenhagen^ 
lionosed the parade limh+ns^jrefene^ mtvfui pSaft' 
eJ to compliment their military (kill and patriotic fpi- 
tit, by faying, « Ait the head of fuch brave youths he 
^ would advance againft any enemy.'* This may be 
diought a good reafon to have made them vain, but a_ 
better reafon was, they could do very well without 
him for their leader* 

The firft and fecond days pafled quietly over, but 
on on the morning of April Ift, we could perceive aa 
unufaal buftle among the £ngli(h (hipping. Some 
frigates and lighter veilels got under weigh, and were 
employed in founding. Towards evening twelve fail 
of the line, all the frigates, and mod of the fmaller 
veilels weighed, and with a northern breeze pafied 
through the Hollander deep. Admiral Parker, witfi 
eight fail of the line and two fmall veffels, preferved 
his ftation, while Admiral Nclfon anchored, with his 
divifion, beyond the fire of our outermoft Ihips. 

Conjefture was now at an end. A change of wind 
to the fouthward would enable Lord Nclfon to h^ 
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awful moment. Our (hips were moored with four 
anchors, and manned, iadifcpminately, by people of 
all defcriptions, haftily coUefled for the prefent exi« 
gency ; they had been conftantly on the akrt during 
the former two nights^ a third was now added to their 
fatigue I and when it is conGdered, that thefe people 
Wft unacquaunted with the exercife of great guns^ 
that they were all day employed in pra^lifing, and ail 
night in watching, the compliment paid them by Mr* 
Bardenflethi Grft ^eutenant on board the Charlotte A- 
!!!C;!l-i !!! hi? ^«^feffional account of the battle, ytiH 
npt b^ 4cefi»e4 fuperfluous. 

He faysy <« The fpirtt which animated all hands onr 
^ board, and not their real ftrengtb, enabkd them ro 
<< perform wbM they did*" 

The. morning of April 2 dawned — and the wisui' 
blowing foutherly, our Commodore made a fignal for 
the whole line to lay their broadiide to the enemy. 

The filhwing vrere the Ships of which our Line cort/tfied : 

\p Procvcftecn, Capt. LafTen, 58, cut down (hip of 

the line, without mafts. 
a» Vagricn, Capt. Riifbrigh, 50, cut down fliip of 
A the line, without mails. 

a. Jlendsborg, Capt. Egede, 20 Frame, with mafts. 
4. Nyeboirg, Capt« Rothe, 20 Frame, with mads. 
.5. lylland, Capt. JBranth, 50, cut down (hip of the 

line, without mafts. i 

6^ggcrshuus, Lieut. Fafting, 20 Frame, with mails. 
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9. Cronborg, LicuJl, Haucl)^ 2ij x:ut down S^rigatc, 

'Without mafts, 
8. Danbtog, fifclier, Cttm. •Bittuii, C^ft, '6*, thip^ 

&. JSlvfeh, C^t. Hdfitetfn^ 1«, >l:«pe^^_g floiJp of •Wftr/ 
ro. Heyen, Lieot. Mulled, 1«, floatlftg battci^, tirifh- 

out mails. 

11. No. 1, Lieut. Villemocs, 24", floating battery, 
trithoiut mafts. 

32. Siclland, Capt. Harboc, 74, Atp of tl|c litre, mrtth 
mafts, but no fails. 

1 3. Svc3erdfi(ken, Lieut, Bomtacrfciat, 18, floating bat- 
tery, without mafts. 

14?. Holfteen, Capt. Ahrenfeklt, 64, (hip of the line, 
with mails, but no fails. 

15. Charlotte Amelia, Capt. Koefoed, 26, an old In- 

diaman out down, without- maft$, 

16. Soehefl:en, Lieut. Middelboe, 18, floatii^g Wtery, 

without mails. 
n.-Indfoedfretten, Capt. Thura, €4, fliipof the line, 

without mails* 
18. Hielperen, Lieut. Lillien&iold, 20, bombr, bu^t 

had -at that time no mortars on board* 
19. -Eleven gun boats of 2 ^uns -each, which retired 

immediately at "the commencement 'of the a£lloiK 

20. The battery of the Three Crowns* ^4, eight 36 

pounders, fifty^fix 24pounders, three mortars-of 
150ib. each, (not cm.plo,yed) one carronafle^^ 
96, and three of 36 lb. (not eii\ployed») 

21. The Elephant, 64, Ihip oJF the lijne, wkhottjt 

mails. * 

H3 
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Thefe wtre the only fhipsi and Inttery, with which 
the Britifli fleet engaged. The Mars, a 64 gun fliip, 
was ftationed aftern of the filephant, to protect the 
entrance of the inner roads, but did not come into 
a£lton, nor did the following fhips, lying in the inner 
roads, under the command of Commodore Steen 
Billc-/ 

Danmark, Steen Bille, 74*1 ready for fea» 

Tree Kroner, Riegelfeii, 74, ditto 

Iris, Brown, 4>4, frigate, ditto 

Sarpen,. Fabritius Tengnaget, 18, brig, ditto 

NidElTcn, Gethe, 18, brig, ditto. 

Neither the citadel, the batteries' on the nt^ dock 
yard, nor thofe on the Ifland of Amack, cQuId render 
any afliftance, from the remote fitnation of our line of 
defence, beyond which the Britiih fleet lay. Another 
ftrong proof may be adduced, the fhot from the Brit- 
iih fleet pafled over our block fliips, without material 
injury to the batteries, and only one (hip, the Dan- 
aiark| had. a few men wounded by a gun, which a 
ball from the Englifli fhivered. 

Between nine and ten, both divifions of the Britiih 
weighed, and our Commodore hoiflxd his flag of de- 
fcmce from the Danbrog. Admiral Parker, with the 
seal chara6ierifl:ic of a Britifli feaman, beat up againft 
wind and current, towards the battery of the Three , 
Crowns, propofing to awe our ihips in the inner roadsy 
while the Hero of the Nile bore right down on our 
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The Edgdr led the Britt0i van, adTancing in a moil: 
gallant ftyle againft the Proevefteen, which opened 
kr fire on tifie former, five minutes after ten* The 
Vagrien then poured in a broadfide, jaft as the Edgar 
|iras upon the tack to take her ftation j a fecond broad- 
fide was difcharged from the Proevefteen, when the 
whole of the BritiOi line gained rapidly on ours; in a 
few minutes two-third parts of ouc fliips were in ac- 
tion. As our line was not broken, only one half of 
the force, on either ^de, was, confequently, engaged. 
It would be vain in me to touch upoa a fubje£t, 
which has, if I may fay fo, exhaufted the powers of 
poets and artifts. Britifh fortitude ^nd (kill have been 
fo often difplayed, that I need but fay, the brave tars, 
on this occalion, hardly perceived the iignal before 
the glory of Albion (hone in all its wonted fplendor. 

Before I ihall endeavour to defcribe fuch traits as 
particularly^ommanded the admiration and gratitude 
of our nation, I nxuft beg leave to prefent this apolo- 
gy—However impartial the hiftorian, it is, at beft, an 
invidious talk to draw the outlines of an event which 
mterweaves the honor and intereft of every individual 
fo immediately with, the glory and welfare of his 
country. Chance frequently befriends us in an ac- 
tion, more than talent; but would it not be unfair to 
conceal the fplendid advantages refulting to individu- 
als who have condu£i:ed themfelves bravely, becaufe 
men of more eflabliihed merits had not the good for- 
tune to meet with a fimilar opportlmity of difplaying^ 
their prowefs ? 
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Oor foremoft fiiip, the IProevdbBCii» was expo^d, 
during the whok of the aAioa, ;to the fire of the Fo« 
Ijrphemitty of ^4 guos, the Ruffetl, and xbe Beiion% 
which two latter (hips ran aground at the commence- 
ment of the battles but this misfortune : as Ixird NeW 
fbn obierved) did not impede their fervice. The Pn^ 
evefteen ivm, at thp fame ttme, raked by the La De^ 
firee, of 40 gun^^ aifid a gun brig. 

Great as wa« the dKtindioti 'Whi(9i Comniodctt 
Fifcher, in. his teport, -confonred on the ProeveAe^J} 
and her gallant Captain Lafien, <<:NotwithAaiiding 
** my high fcnfe of Danrih brsivcry, it was hcighten- 
<< ed by the conduit: of the Proevefteen, whJch ckmii* 
« noed to fight till all her guns wetc dilaiount^/' 
the compliment of Lord N^lfon -is, in ttij opini<te) 
flill greater.* 

Captain Riifbrigh ftoodj on this occafion, as un- 
daunted upon the -quarter deck of the Vagrten, as 
when a lieutenant^ on board the Formidable, under 
the gallant Rodney, on the 12th df Ajwril, 1782. Foi 
England he afTiriled to acquire glOry and ifuccefs ; f<w 
Denmaik be obtained only the {ormeu 

Soon after eleven o'clock the Danbrogi Captain 
Braun, took fire, which ooriapelfed Commodore Fif- 

* ** No. -I, ft, 3, and 4, T»dng ifubdutd, which is idxpeiSbd to hap< 
<* ^CD af an m^kf^rhd^ the lih ait& .<^;maicni]n>n are To cut their £^ 
*< l>k8,-and imntGdiately maAte <fiul, and take their ftatk>n«h«sd of the 
** Polyphemus, in order to fupport that part of the line.** 

Orders of Lord^eBbn previoufly to the battle of Copenhagco, OD 
^the ad of April. See the Courier for Wcdncfday tfrc Jfaid ©f Aft^ 
3801. 
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cher to (hift hU brQad pendant to the Holfteiny fawt 
Braun continued to fight her till he loft hi$ right 
hand. Captain Lemming fucceeded in the command, 
and although the flames blazed around them, threat- 
ening immediate deftru£lton, the Danbrog maintain- 
ed her fire till the clofe of the engagement^^againft 
her powerful adverfary, the Glatton, which latter 
mounted 6S pound carronades on her lower deck. 

When Commodore Fifcher, famed for the coolnefs 
and perfpicuity of his judgment in the hour oftrial,^ 
kft the l)^brog» d^e battle raged uitb the utmoft fu« 
ry. The &rjiti^ finding that our foremoft fliips wer« 
/ar xnm lllC^iiinj; fir^i no*' fxtended rheir line, and 
at noon all our ihips^ as well as the battery, wet^ 
ilrenuoufly engaged ia the awful conteil. 

Captain Th»ra, of the Indfoedfrctten, fell at the 
beginning of the z£tion ; and all the fubafeern officers 
were either Idiled or wounded^ except a lieutenanf, 
and a marine officer. In this ftate of confufion, the 
colours werCy by accident, ftmck i the Britifli, how-> 
ever, made no attempt to board the Indfoedfrctten, 
(he being rather dangeroufly moored athwart our bat- 
tery. A boat was difpatched from the (hip to carry 
the tidings of her Commander's death to thfc Prince 
Royal, who had from the dawn of day, taken his fta- 
tion upon a battery. Here, amid lowers of flicUs 
and cannon balls, Fnedcrick, the wife, the good, and 

• He had lately returned from the Cape of Good Hope, vrhcre his 
(hip, the Oldenborg, a 64* was wrecked, vi company with the Sccp- 
tfc, a Britiih man of war, on the 6th November, 1799. 
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the hrmwCf fuperintended, calmly and a£lively, for the 
affiftancc of the (hips engaged. By (hewing how a 
Prince ought to meet danger, he taught others to def- 
pife it. 

When the Prince received the meffage from the 
Indfoedfretten, he turned round, and with an air 
that gave confidence to all about him, faid, ** Gen^ 
«« tlemen, ^Fhura is killed \ who of you will take the 
« command ?"- « I will,** replied Mr. Schroederfee» 
in a feeble voice { and haftened eagerly on bpard. 
This gentleman had been a captain in the navy ( but 
M account of ill health had hiely refigned. Hie 
hour of. secei&ty ieemed to invigorate his wafted 
farm, and in hopes to ferve his country, he forgot 
Ikimfelf* 

The crew perceiving a new commander coming 
along fide, hoifted their colours and fired a broadfide* 
When he came on deck he found great numbers kil« 
led and wounded ; and, therefore, inftantly called to 
thofe that had rowdd him to get quickly on board. It 
was his laft effort — a ball ftruck him — and Schroeder- 
iee was no more. Mr. Niflen, a lieutenant of the na- 
vy, who attended this gaUant tar to his noble fate, 
next took the command i and continued to fight the 
{hip for the remainder of the day. 

The engagement had now laded upwards of three 
hours, without any glimpfe of viftory on either fide. 
A determined perfeverance appeared to inflame both 
parties. Our line, fteadfaftly preferved its original 
pQfition, and every (hip maintained its ftation except 
the Rendfborg, prame, which drove afliorc, her ca- 
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Ues having been ihot away at the conusntencement <fS 
the attack; and the Ehren, a repeating floop of war^ 
which had iheeced off a little after twelve^ h^r maftd 
^ being very materiaHy damaged. 

Wl&en.the Britifli fleet 6rft bore down upon us, the 
eleven gun boats retired. 

About two o'clocl the fire from the refpeAive fleets 
abated ^ confiderably i and our (hips appeared very 
much dsfabled. The damage fuftained by the Britifhy 
was, apparently, . trivial, from our Ihips having con- 
ftantly directed their fire at the enemy's hulls. ' This 
was, undoubtedly the flowed metho,':^ of difabling an 
adverfiiry ; yet it was the fureft; and certainty is, at 
all events, preferable to chance. 

ponfidering the expofed fituatioh of our men* on 
board, it was a matter of real furprife, that fo ttw, 
comparatively, fuflered £fom the immenfe quantity of 
ihot. which had been poured in upon them. 

Had every ball that (Iruek our mafts, wounded our 
hulls, there would, in all probability, have been no 
prifoners of war. 

At tv^o o'clock the Nyeborg, prame, having her 
main, mizen mafts, bowfprit, and foretop inaft (hot 
away, and the captain perceiving her alnioft ready to 
fink, ordered the cables to be cut, and the forefail to 
be fet, that they might fteer for the inner roads. As 

• On thofe of our iliips which were cat down* it it obvious, that 
the men ftationed on the upper deck muft have bctn nnintemtptedlf 
annoyed from the grape ihot, which, to ward off, no other meant ha4 
been contrived thaa the precaHoos flielter of hammocks (Uwed ii^ 
theocttiBg. 
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he prfed the line be defcried tfce Aggedhttus, a rc£M. 
of the fame deicription as his owt)^ in the moft mifis* 
raUe pUght, her mafts haTtag all gone by the boards 
and the hull Qn the eve of finking. Captain Rotbe 
(hewed lutnfelf a ttue feaman, vlio not only refolate- 
Ij meets bis own dangers, but tUo eheetfoHy fliares in 
thofe oi others. Hariog made faft a caUe frcMa his 
itera to the ftem of the Agger(bous» he towed ker 
oflP; and thus obtained as gloriens a triumph as if be 
had comt in with an enemy's ihip. 

; Soon after two o'clock Commodore Fifeher remov- 
ed his broad pendant from the Holftein to the Battery 
of the Thoee Crowns, ^whence he commanded during 
the latter part of the engagement. 

At this moment Lietitenant LilKenflctold finding 
his illip, the Hielperen, furrounded by a very fuperier 
force, cut his cables, and brought her fafe into the in- 
ner roads. Mr. LilKenikiold was no ftranger to the 
bttfinefs of the day ; he had in the year 1799, fought 
in the Weft Indies, with a privateer, and both eon« 
tended fo obftinately, that they were obliged to^fepa- 
rate for want of powder. 

Laft, though not leaft, is Mr. Villemoes, a fecond 
lieutenant, who commanded the floating battery, No. 
K Much has been faid about his (kill in manoeuvering 
his raft, which confifted merely of a number of beams 
nailed together, on them a flooring was laid to fup- 
p#n the guns It was fqttare with breaA worK:, ftill 
of port holes, and without mafts. I fliall not take 
ngpn myfelf to argue how far it were poiSbie to ma- 
nage fuch a log, but merely fay, the manner in .whidi 
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Viliemoes tnanoeovred his guns, and ultimately ^ed 
his raft, attraded the notice of Lord Nclibn, whofe 
fliip lay^ for fome time, oppofite the floating battery. 
The Admiral is {aid, in the handfomeft manner, to 
have noticed to the Prince Roy^l, hbw muck the 
country,' on future occafions, might fairly expe£t from 
Ae abilities of- young Villemoes. This trait of hit 
lordfhip I cohfider as a nerer^f^ing flower in the 
wreath which military talents and fuccefs have twined 
around his brow. * ' 

At half paft two, our fire had nearly fubfided ; but 
the Jutland, the laft (hip that returned the enemy's 
fliot, was ftill engaged, as was the Proevefteen. How-* 
ever, the Three Crowns had jud opened its batteries 
with a dreadfiil efied^, when the white :flag was un*> 
furled from Lord Nelfon's main top. 

An EngliQ) boat, with a flag of truce, came along 
fide the Elephant ^ the captain of. which fent an offi- 
cer in his boat to accolnpany it afliore. The battery^ 
in the^mean time^ kept up a heavy cannonade, as did 
the Elephants As the wind had been South Souths 
Weft, SoutJi, and South Somh-Eaft, the whole day, 
with a ftroQg current. Admiral Parker's divifion ad- 
vanced but very little, infomuch, that a broadfide from 
the Ramilics, a t4, (his foremoft fliip) fell very fli'orjk 
of the battery. 

The flag of truce having delivered^ a difpatch to the 
Prince Royal, returned, and foon afterwards orders 
were fent to the commander of the battery to ceafe 
firing; their giins had, in the interval, been pointed 
with the utmoft eflPeft on the Monarch and Gangest 

I 
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which ihips were awkwardly fituated 6n the (hoal of 
the battery. 

Two flags of truce were then difpatched from ihore 
to Admirals Parker and Nelfon; while the Britifh 
took pofleffion of eleven of our (hips. 
• The (ky being fuddenly oyercaft^ the afped of both 
fleets, the fingular^fpe&acle of fo many .white £9^5 
waving from the maft heads^ and the reflexions natu- 
ral on fuch an occafioHj combined to render the fcene 
truly awfuU the horror of which was confiderably 
heightened by the Danbrog in flames^ which blew up 
within an hour, and thus met with a fate cotigenial 
to that of her ancient namefake.* 



» In the jeu 1710, the Daniih fleet, under the coB(y&Ukd ot Ad- 
minl Glydenloere, was lent to the Baltic, in purfuit of a Swedilh 
fleet, commanded by Admiral Wachtmefter ; but au infedious dif- 
cafe haYtng fuddenly feioed upon ^nr people, it became neceflary for 
the admiral to bear away Cor Kloge Bay ; and fecure to himfelf the 
lieft defenfive pofition* The Swedilh -Admiral Nving received this 
intelligence, faaftened to take advantage of our calamity. He appear- 
ed off the Bay,-*and engagedv—but did not conquer our fleet. On 
his retreat two fhips were ftranded off Drako, which he immediately 
fet fire to. '\ 

During the engagement one of our line of battle (hips — the Dan- 
brog, tock firCf nor could all our efforts to extinguiih th^ flames airail. 
Captain Hvitfeldt (aw one ray of hope which feemed to promife fafe- 
tj to himfelf and his crew ; it was to cut his cables and drive aihore ; 
there was, however, danger to be apprehended if the wind fliould. 
change, in which cafe (he would drift among our ^wn fleet, and thus 
endanger both fliipping and town Of two evils, llvltfeldt cbofe the 
Jeaft. He gave pofitive orders that the cables fliould not be cut ; then 
lent his officers among the crew, briefly to explain to them, that 
their fstte either way would be inevitable ; and at the fame time- to 
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Our fliores^ during the conflift, were lined with att 
amazing concoutfe of fpeftators, whom different mo* 
tives-had afletnbied, while the' King of. Sweden con- 
tented himfelf with a dillant view of the battle* The 
manner in which the tlruggle had commenced and 
en^ed could not fail- to prove grateful to' us who had 
maintained it- fingle haridedr The mod lively fen ti- 
nlents of joy, therefore, marked every countenance ; 
for of what confeq^eiice vva^ the lofs of" a few hulks 
compared with the fofs, or even the difparagement of 
that honor, which; originates in the fidelity of fubjeds 
toward€ their monarch, and his adherence to the en- 
gagements he had made ? % 

Such of our gallant countrymen as bad been wound- 
ed, were brought aihore. Hitherto our reflc£tions on 
their brave ,exertions-had folely occupied our minds, 
but at the fight of thena qur thoughts were entirely 
direfted to their fufFerings,. and felfifh exultation 
yielded to the impulfe of generous pity. The hofpt- 
tals- which had been kept in cenftant readinefs for 
their receptit)h, now offered them immediate fhelterj 
but they jrequlred more — They had rivalled e'4ch other 
in defending all that was dear to us ; duty now claim- 
aft them, if it would not be more glorious to purfue the dcftruiftioh 
of their enemy -while the Dasbrog exifted, than by a vain attempt to 
fave themfelvesj. endanger thoufands of their countrymen ? 

The failors approved the opinion of .their gallant captain by their 
cordial cheers. Hvitfeldt then fent fix men on board the admiral to 
inform- him of their determination^ and to bid their country farewell. 
In a few minutes the flames reaching* the magazine,— rcxplofion fol- 
lowed, and all on board" mounted to the flcies.- 
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ed our cxerdonB in their behalf. Their wounds were 
naturally the firO obje£l of our attention \ our fair 
countrywomen humanely co11e£led a quantity of lint 
for the occafion. Princcfles and beggar girls emulat- 
ed each other in this hohors^ble competition ; they had 
within two or thre^ days colle£ied fuch quantities for 
the hofpitals, that the fuperintendants inferted adver- 
tifements in the newfpajjers e^prefling their thanks 
for what had be^n received, with a requeft, that no 
more might be fent. The eagernefs tQ, promote their 
other comforts, was equally uniform and general. 

Every houfewife fent wine, l^imons, fugar, j^nd 
whatever her Itores afforded, while the, men flood for- 
ward to employ iheir ^leans in fubftantiating a per- 
manent reward for their zealous defenders. 

The participation hence appears. to have been uni- 
verfal, and without any oth^r flimulus than private 
feeling. But an opportunity prefented itfelj, which ' 
was alike happily and feafonably embraced to raife the 
powers of our hearts and minds. 

The Nyeborg, prame, coxild help the Aggershuus 
no farther than a Ihoal, called Stubben, where fhe 
fank. Captain Rothe t}>en worked his. own veffel up 
to the CuftomrHoufe,* where (he fank to her gun- 
wale. The fight of the pramq; was dreadful in the 
extreme ; there was nothing but the flump of her 
foremaft ftanding ; her ihrouds fhattered ; all her 
guns, except one, difniounted ; her cabin ftove in ; 

and her decks cover-d with dead bodies, and fevered 

\ '* 

* The Unding place at Copenhagen is commonly fo called from its 
vicinity to the Cuftom-Uoufe. 



iimbs. Wfaenlre^edl on this fcene t ftudder^ as 
did ail who witnefled it ; but Profeflbr. Rahbek turn- 
ed it to a better account, and in the Danilh Speda- 
tor» wHch IS' conftantly on th^ alert to lafli our fol<* 
HeSs to condemn our vices^ and to commend our vIr-» 
tues^ \wote the f^JJowing line^ : . 

^' Countrymen I repair 'to the Cuftom^Houfe, view 
** Nyelforgf and be_ convinced how a Danifijbip mt^ be 
*« difabUd before a Ddni/bfedman can perfuade himjj^lft^ 
** retire from aHion /** ^ 

I (hall not encroach on the judgment of my reader 
by expatiating on the effefts of thefe words. 

The mdirning of Good Friday dawned, and jiboul 
eig]^t o'clock a fcene took place, which (if Imay fay 
it) excited nfore uniyehrfal regret than al] the mif* 
. chances of the preceding day. The Zealand, 74, 
drifted, at the clofe of the engagement, on the flioal, 
under the battery. Her flag was not to be feeni bv|t 
the pendant waved f f om He; ma^nmaft head \ wheii^ 
it is a^ fair to in^er, that the former .had been ffaot 
away as that it had been ftruck ^ the mor^ fo, as feve^- 
ral of oifr fliips (among which the Proevefteen) fought 
the whole, battle without ai^iy flag* An Englifli gua 
brig, and three long boats, well manne4j laid theot- 
felvcs along fide the Zealand. The men from tb/^ 
boats went op board, and fafteoing a cable round th^ 
the bdwfprit of the Zealand, the gun veflel towed hor 
away. In the mean time an.Engiifh £41oc went aloff^ 
and tore down the Zealand's pendant, which was nail- 
ed to the enfign-ftaflF, (the (hip not being rigged f»r 
l2 



tst^ fervice) and hoifted an Engliih pendant in its 
room. Commodore Steen Bille^ on perceiving this» 
went in- his barge to the battery of the Three Crowns, 
and demanded of its commander (a major of the ma- 
rines) why he had not funk the Zealand, rather than 
fttfier her to fall into the -hands of the ^nemj ? - - 

The major anfwered, that as hoftilities had ceafed 
he could not fire. "TrueV* replied Bilk, " but do 
<' you fee how fnugly the Engliih- are making off* with 
•'oyfliipr 

Commodore Bille not having been ordered on the 
day of battle to flip his cables and ftand out with his 
little fquadron, afibrded much matter of difcuiSon as 
to th» propriety or impropriety of the aft. * The valor 
of Bille had been confpicuoufly tried -^ the officers 
vhp ferved under him were men of (kill and intrepi- 
dity ) the crews were in a ftate of high difciphne and 
fpirits; and their (hips very nearly new; it was, 
therefore, juftifiable to entdrtaki the bed hopes c^ 
Aiccefs. ^ , ' 

I (halt not pretend to decide how far it would have 
been advtfeable, however pradicaUe it may have been. 
It is faid, the iPrince Royal not knowing what refift- 
ance our line of defence might.be able to make agatnft 
Ziord Nellbn, had refplved, BUIe*s fquadron (houM 
work up clofe to Copenhagen, if the Britiih divifion, 
after fubduing our block fliips, Ihould attempt to en- 
ter die inner roads i for from the outer roads the fleet 
might have bombarded Copenhagen as long as it 
yieafed. 
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in the courfe of the fdrenooni Admiral Nelfon came 
in his barge into the inner roads, and went on board 
of the Denmark, where Ke partook of fome- refreffa- 
mcnt, and then proceeded a(bore. On his' landing he 
was rcqeived by the people, neither with acclamations 
nor \irith murmurs j ihey did not degrade themfclves 
with the former, nor difgrace therhfclves with the lat- 
ter. The admiral was received as one brave enemy 
ever ought to receive another — he was received with 
refpeft. A carriage was. provided for his lordlhip, 
which he, however, declined^ and walked amid an 
immehfe crowd of perfons anxjous to catch a glimpfe 
of the Britifh. hero, to the palace of the Prince Royal. 
After dinner the Admiral was introduced to the 
Prince, and thef ncgociation commenced. The next 
day his Lordfhip came again aflipre, and dined with 
the Prince Roj'ial, as^hedid frequently till the ninth 
of April ^hen \he armiflice was finally concluded.. 

On one of his ^ifits to Copenhagen, Lord Nelfon 
infpefted our Naval Academy, to which he, in a man- 
ner highly honorable tahimfelf, and to us, prcfented 
fome gold medals of value to be diiiributed among the 
moft flcilful of the midihipmen. 

In the nights facceeding the battle, all the prises 
taken by the ^ritifli were burnt, excepting the Hol- 
ftein, of 64 "guns, which was fent to England ; fhe 
was SO years old, and had^ together with the Zealand, 
beeii fitted out to convoy a fleet of merchantmen to 
Norway, but they were both, afterwards, confidered 
nniit for the fervice, and placed in the line of defence* 
While the negocialion was on the tapis, and its iflli^. 
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confequently, uncertain i the anxietf and Teellngs ex^ 
prefied by the people, at large, were fuch as may be 
conceived, but cannot be .defcribed*. - 

. On the 5th of April the killed were buried in the 
naval church-yard. The folcinn\proceflion cdiififted 
of a nutnerous train of admirals, generals^ divines> li- 
terati, citizens,' in (hort^ every individual^ whofe bo« 
fom glowed with love tO: his country. Anthems^ 
written for ihe occafion, refotinded ,fro^ every lip, 
and tears of mingled grief and jby flowed from every 
eye. On this memorable day^ fubfcriptlons were alfo 
opened for the relief of our fufferers. ^o dwell on 
the alacrity with which every one eagerly ftcpped for- 
ward with his offerings would be fuperfluous; Thofe 
who aft from a pUre conviftion that the^ only do 
their duty, feeic no panegyric— their reward is in their 
own bofom ; I (hall therefore merely (late the rpagni- 
fiicence of the rich man's gift, and the no lefs fpirited 
zeal of the poor man's mite. Mr. De Coninck gave 
10,000 dollars, and Rofe, a difbandcd veteran, pre- 
fented to the committee, his three .only marks!* 

Among thofe who, afterwards, eflentially contri- 
buted to increafe the fund, was Mr. Knudfen, an ac- 
tor, belonging to the Theatre-RoyaK Being an excel- 
lent vocal performer, he determined on giving felec- 
tions of riiufic, in the different churches throughout 
the kingdom, for the benefit of thofe who had fuffered 
in the battle- The folemn ceremony was attended 
-with this appropriate^ pageantry.— An urn was raifed 

* Abcnt tiro 4i^iaig9 fierHqj^ 
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in the midft of the church, furmountcd by the Dan* 
iih flag and pendant. A number of young maidensy 
drefltd in white, ftood around it, accompanied, either 
by fortie individual ai^^o had been wounded, or the 
widow and orphans of one who had fallen in the bat- 
tle. The redpr delivered^ a fuitabk difcourfe, ^nd in 
the concert Mr. Kimdfen gave fome of the itioft pa- 
triotic fongs. A certain futti was fettled for admit- 
tance, but moft. people exceeded the demand. 

On tl)is circdit, w'ich Mr. Knudfcri made in the ^ 
(ummer cf 1801y he cplleded tfpwards of 1 7,000 dol* 
lars ; but his praife-wortby efforts did not go unre- 
warded. The opara of Erik, the Good,, was perform- 
ed for his benefit, when his emoiumcnts, it is faid, 
amounted to 6001. fuch was the public anxiety to tef- 
tif y towards him gratitude and efteem. " 

At the conclufion of the jiece, Mr, Kni^dfen came 
forward to return his thanks; when he ptodciced the 
Medal of V Merit,- conferred on him by his Majefty ; 
and in an handfome^ fpeechj confefled his obligations 
to his Ki\G and to his Country. 

' Whether we had, or had not/ reafon to compljjin 
of the heroic deeds of' our friends, wq had none to 
complain of their heroic fongs : in this they fuccefs- 
fully rivalled each other. The poem on the battle, 
written by Mr. Wallmarjk,^ defetves,. on many ac- 
counts, the fir ft rank. He conceived his fubjeft with 
all the warmth of a noble heart,, and pourtrayed it 
with all the imagery of a glowing mind ; and if its 

« Secretary to the Royal Library at Stockholm ., 
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merits can be enhanced, it is, when we view it as^he 
production of a Swede. I cannot doubt that tltoic 
afperfions are alfp known in this country, which in- 
duftrious travellers, oF lying and fplenetic memory, 
have fabricated in their own fertile brains to4mpofe 
upon th^ credulous part of mankind, ^nd which they 
have fold wholefaie in Germany, to be rctaiied 
throughout the worldr. 

They pretend that a determined enmity is radically 
cheriflicd between the Swedes and Danes ; which ^f 
fertion Mr, Wallmark'has mod ably and generoufly 
confuted, to the (hame o& that worthlefs fcribbling 
tribe, and in a manner highly gratifying to every 
Dane. — ^He fays, in his Poem, — 

" That country ye approach is Juul's^*^'*' 

• In the fummer cf 1677, a Swedifii fleet ef 56 fail, under the com- 
mand of Admiral Count Horn, {leered for Zealand ; the Dan'iih Ad- 
miral, Niels Juul, was then lying at anchor^ in^Kicge bay ; his fitu- 
atioii wan critical, as his orders neither in{lrudUd him to engage^ nor 
permitted him to avoid the enemy, who were now cruiling off Moen. 
Juul fent repeatedly to his mafteV, Chrifti^n 3th, for orders, but re- 
ceived none. In the mean time, ,the Swedes were reinforced with 8 
fliips. Upon this, Juul wrote, preflfingly, to the King,- intreating his 
Majcfty to give him orders. At length the admiral's brother^ Baron 
Jens Juul, was difpatehed to him with infirudiozis. The Baron on 
his arrival in the bay, went on board every (hip, encouraging the 
men to be Aedfaft to their duty , and do honour to their King and 
country. Mean\yhile the Swediih fleet was getting under weigh, to 
attack the D;|nes. It foon after bore down, and the a^ion was com- 
mencing, as'Jeiis Juul came along iide of his brother's fliip. When 
he had reached thii^uartcr-dcck, he uttered thefe remarjLabie wordsj 
** N9^v M^h^fyht tfnd conquer!"* The batUe raged—- fix of the cbc- 
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I do jiot Kefitate to iaffirm, that this fingTe line pro- 
duced a more congenial eSc& on both nations, ' than 
if we« with the afliftance of our btave and worthy 
neighbours, had obtained a vi£lory. 

A French poem was alfo written by Mr. Malthe 
Conrad Bruun, a young Dane, who had been banifh- 
ed his country. Independent of its poetical beauties, 
it contains the truth of this maxim. « You may quit 
« your country* but you cannot quit the unceafing 
*' love you naturally cherifli for it?' 

Mr. Bruun's firfl; produ£lion^ was « The Ariftocrat^ 
Catecbifm >" for that he was pardoned j but having af- 
terwards written another, entitled « Tria junBa in 
unoj^ he was profecuted, and fentenced to perpetual 
baniftiment. The trial took- place in his abfence, for 
he had previoufly^ed to France. It is to be lament- 
ed th^t this genius fhould have mifapplied the axiom 
of Goldfraith, in his Citizen of the World, " We 
'^ fhould find every great attempt fupprefled by pru- 
. " dence, and the rapturou^ fublimity in writing cool- 
" ed by a cautious fear of giving offence. We fhould 
<< find few oLthofe daring fpirits, who bravely venture 
*< to be wrong ; and who are willing to hazard much 
*« for the fake of great acquifitions." 

my V ihips. had fatrounded the Danifh Admiral; but Juul was firtn^ 
<ool, and intrepid. At length his ihip, Cbrifiian 5th, was difmafted,, 
and otherwife fo (battered that Niels was obliged to ihift his flag on 
.board the Sredtriek 3d, which taking fire fbortly after, he was com- 
pelled to move on board a third, anid then con<^uer£P* The follow- 
in|L daf^ he arrived in the roads of Copenhagen with eleven prizes. 
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A third poc0i} in German, was compofed by Pro- 
fcflbr Tilly of BcrKn. The author dwells on the fate 
of the Invincible of 7^ guns, and augurs much di& 
after. 

In his lofty numbers, he very happily introduces 
allufions on the placid features, formerly defcriptive 
of a Dane, whichy wheii aroufed, gloriouily a^med 
the martial front of enthufiafm. 

An anonymous fiatavian produced the fourth poem, 
which is but fliorr. However, the author has done 
ample juftice to his fubjeA. He abounds in beauti- 
ful images and happy allufions, fet forth in elegant 
and energetic language ; and the performance, upon 
the whole, rcfleds credit on.the powers of the Bata- 
vian poet. . 

The three firft poems, tranflated pto Danifb, by 
Profcflbr Rahbck \ and the fouT:th by a Mr. Hagerup, 
were publiibed under the -title of «* Difiant echoes bfour 
glorious id of April!* 

' To enumerate the produ£tions of our nation would 
be an endlefs taik \ poets^ and poetafters, authors and 
fcribblers; wits and blockheads, all daflied at the 
fame fubjed. The war fong of Mr. E. Falfen: 

" up \ to arms ! the foe is advancln|; •"• , . 

is the foremoft. It was diftributed among the crews 
of the blockfhips; and, I have no doubt, produced acn 

• It was my particular wifli to have given the public a. complete 
tranilation of this fong, but fearing left the ipirit of the author mighf 
lofe its qualities in the traafmigration, f have» for the prefenc, tept 
(ieterred from the undertaking. 



happy inlluence on their minds, from die manner in 
which the patriotic poet draws the exploits of their 
anceftors : for who would not liften to the firry drains 
of a lopl bard ? 

Of the fongs, written fabfequent to the battlCi that 
^ the Rev. Mr. F. Schmidt, Redlor of Eger, in Nor- 
way, is extremely beautifal. The following lines frotti 
•Cowper fenre as a motto j ' 

^ The man that if not maw^d with what he readi^ 
** That takes not fire at their heroic deed^ 
«• Unworthy of the Ueffings of the brave, 
** Is bafe in lund» and bom to be a flave !** "' 

The DaniOi Spediator refle£Vcd much fplehdor from ^ 
the fame fubje^t } it was tranfcendent. It became an 
atmofphere befet with new ftars, whofe yarious glories 
. wlU perpetuate the memory of the 2d of April. 

For feveral weeks Profeflbr Rahbek wrote and re- 
ceived eflays on this theme, till the difapprobation of 
fome inclined them to cenfure the editor, for perfift- 
ing, in what they called, a thread-bare fubjed ; but 
the murmurs reaching Rahbek, he filenced diefe little 
minds, by a fevere. ftri£lure'in his next number. 

«« Were yoi^,** he fays, «« now flying from a fuccefs^ 
ful foe I your houfes in flames i your families hurry* 
ing over the ruins of the once beautiful city, where 
comibrt and happinefs fmiled around you \ then would 
you wifh you bad beisn as bravely defended as you havi 
hten. Then fliould I have participated in the general 
calamity, and have felt on that occaJSon a refigna- 

K 
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tioa M cem^fed* as mj ei;ultatioa is now amoiat* 

. Mr. RaBbck coatiftaed to writer and cyery week 
produced new intereft i when the voliune of that half 
year wgls cbni{>leted9 he feti( k to the Prince Rojal, 
firmli whom he received an anfi^r» which I regret I 
^tiot giTC in tx^Gt '^otd^ but to this pinport. 
« That the Prince had perufed the Speftator* with th« 
*< greateft pleafure, found it contain fentiments which 
4i could nq^ fail to infpire his countr jmen on any fu^ 
<' ture occafion ; and iK^as firmiy pervaded that they 
" would erer prefttVt it facirtd * 

Profeflbr Thaanip vh6\t ah opcrt, ^httttcii '« The 
Return ;^ the plot, founded on the battle, is as fol- 
lows : 

llie fon oi an old rich pcafaht, hearing thfe cwitloti- 
ading 'oF'Cronborg, leaves his father"! hciufe, knd h 
fled, no one Icnows whither* Tfie pdoriold inain is ih- 
cohfolable, fufpe£ling his (on, whofe akeftlptiohf -he 
had bought, was gone to town to foluhtoet'ltlis ib#« 
▼ices; but his neighbour, an 6\i inV^did boatfwdd, 
naving encouraged his own ion to Repair dh b&adrd die 
block-Qiips, attempts to cohfote the unhatppy fedidr ; 
telling him, his boy will return, a bleffixi^'tohim, 'HA 
an honor to his Eountry. <' Would yd'tt,^ ddd^d tlie 

• Thit it 6oC a iitcrU tnnflatkm of Rabbck's words, bat gi¥ea 
fi*oin memtfj* 

t FMmerl]r riob pealants ^aud a certain iom, orprdTtHedtaBK^- 
Oite« to ferre in tke place bf thor fons ; W ttffi MbMi tto cdMi/ 
AB litto iBiift fiaftt, itettt it no ckcbptioh* 
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gaihknt tar, <' if our little jfland wcte invaded, ikulk* 
^< f roili the foe, or would you not boldly ftand before 
^« the door, sjnd bravely, defend your rights ?** A 
.handfome girl, betrothed to the run<ra way, makes her. 
appearance before herdeftined father itt-^law, heroica^ 
If declaring^ << (he will never marry any. onp, who, 
<< wh^n his country is in danger, fhriilks from the 
" conteft." This ihc fays without being certain of 
her lover's motives for Ins abfence.- Another gid,. 
who knows her lover is in. tde battle,, yields tda wo*- 
man's fears, and' anticipates his death* After the bat«- 
tle the young villagers return, home., The ^Id naan'» 
fon appears among themi wounded, but the lover of 
the latfer girl was killed in the a£lion^ The meeting 
between the father and fon, bears a ftropg re&rn* . 
blancetothe fir ft fcene between Peregrine and Job' 
Thornberryr in John Bull; but the old man's anger 
changes to joy, and the youth, at the requeft of the : 
by-ftanders,^ briefly relates the fate of Lieut. Hauch, 
in whofe fliip he fought. 

«« When the Engltfli came on board, they would 
<* have thrown his body into the fea, but I requefted 
** them to flop a little^ then wrapping the corpfe in 
*< our colours, we gave it lo the deep. Such was the 
•* burial of our commander." 

Shortly after, the fon of the boatfwain. enters, pro* . 
ducing a piece of the Nyeborg's maft, on which were 
the mark$ of a: ball and a bar-fhot having gone 
through it. This^they ereftcd on the centre of the 
ftage, and all the neighbours bring out their little 
boys, who are taught to fwear upon it, that they will 
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ever defend their country, ad bravely as their hdtet& 
did. The poor girl, whofe lover was Ulled» is at firft 
inconfolable ^ but recolleding how nobly he feii^. Ihe 
becomes reconciled } her grief changes to ac^oiiration^ 
and the piece concludes with the union of .the lovers. 

The praiie which the anthor had juftly acquired 
from his former operas, the Harvefi fionuy the Afar" 
riage of Piter ^ Istc. and the manner in which the dif- 
ferent charaAers were fuftained in the Return^ toge- 
ther with the efieft oJF the plot in every man's mindj^ 
confirmed his reputation. The, old. boatfwain was 
very ably performed by Mr. Knudfen, wlj^ is ever at 
home in charadters of this caQ ; he rather '< overdoes 
termagant/' but he is the greatell favorite tht public 
have. They forgive his «« oycr-ftcpping the modeily 
of nature." 

It is impofEbleto defcribe the .public feelings, when 
the little children fwore on the piece of the wounded 
maft, every eye gliftened with tears^ and the univerfal 
impreiSon on the audience was fo powerful* that I 
doubt if they ever felt more, at feeing the fair Dyyeke 
cat of the fatal cherries, or the patriotic Niels Ebbefen 
die for his country. 

Nor wc:re thefe the only efforts made to hand down 
to poderity the n>emory of the.Sd of April. Mr JjiO^ 
rentzen produced a painting of |be- battle, which for 
beauty and hiftorlcal corre&nefs,*.. will hold a diftin- 

• Mr. Clements ha& engrayed it. This Gentleman has given a 
^e fpecimen of his talents in the engraving of O^Ban, dedicated to 
\a» Eicellency Hugh EUiot, Efq. His Britannic Majefty*s then Am- 
baCidor at the Court of Denmark. He-alfb, while in London, tec* 
graved the death of the American General Montgomery. 
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gUiihed rafik in the Danifh fchool; he chofe the mo- 
ment of Comipodorc Fifch^r's fhifting his broad pen- 
dant on board the Holftein. It was purchafed by the 
Prince Royal, for 12G0 (jollars ; ahd Mr. De Conirick ' 
bcfpoke a copy. The painter afterwards drew a com- 
panion of it ; reprefentiiig the idtaation of both QectSf 
when two Britifli line of battle (hips ran foul of each 
other, and -in that fituation got aground, where they 
were raked by red hot balls from the ^battery of the 
Three Crowns, oh which account Xord Nclfon fent 
us the flag of truce. \ ' ■-' ' 

Mr. Sander wrote a poem on.tBe battle, which Mr. 
Labde ornamented* with an engraving. This little 
produftion was fold ,at two (hillings, and the receipts 
appropriated by fhefe Gentlemen to the cre6^ion of a 
fimple monument, on the fpot wh^re the flain were 
buried.— Twelve hundred dollars were prcfently cot 
Ie£led, for itioft perfons paid more than the ftipulat- 
cd price On the 3d of April, 1802, the foundation 
ftofi€ was laid by Commodore fifcher, who depofited 
a medal containing the liaipes of thofe 1 8 (hips which 
chiefly (uitairied the heat of the engagement. The 
Right Rev. ' Dr. Block, delivered an appropriate dif- ' 
courfe on the occaiion, and affer the ceremony, all 
the officers repaired to the Palace, where they receiv- 
ed from the Prince Royal gold Medals of Honor. At 
the fame iilftant others, in (ilver, were diftributed at 
the admiralty, to the petty officers, feamen, foldiers^ " 
and volunteers^ who had entitled themfelves to dif* 
tiniSlion, 
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Tb& medal, on one fidCi repirefents si Lion on the 
ftern. of a RomaaVeflclt heMin^ in one paw a (hiekl, 
emblazoned wllh the Danifh arms, and in the otlicr an 
Uj^ifced oiubi the fuperfeription^^CoORAGE defends; 
beneath — The 2d of April, 1801. On the rcverfe, 
a fword and fceptrc croft each other, furmounted by 
a crown j beheath-^THE King ifONbRs— The Couk- 
TET appreciates; roiind the edge» th^ name and 
rank of the oi&cer, with that. of the &ip or battery In 
which he earned the diftinf^ion.- The medal is at« 
tached to a red ribband with a white crofs,* and fuf- 
pended from the button hole. 

After thb prefentation of thefe medals, the officers 
were invited to dine with the Printe Royah In the 
evening the party went to the Theatre, where a reci- 
tative poetical drama, written by Mr. Guldberg, cal- 
led the Prince of Peace and theCoNQjiERoR, was 
performed. 

I have now completed my attempts to fketch, fairly 
and candidly, the outlines of a day, whqfe morning 
dawned in lowering clouds on Denmark, but whotc 
brighter evening has given us aflurance of a fettled 
^m. 

I (ball endeavour to purfiie th^ taik of delineattng 
the effeds refulting from the event* They have com-' 

• Hiis u tke minktfurc reiem^lance of oitf fiag» wtBch i» calM 
BAiiBmoc, and origiiiatef in the following drcumftabce. When 
▼aldimae the Vidoriona, fought in Livonia, hi« troops were near- 
ly ▼aaqniihed. But on his producing a red ftandanl with a whitt 
eroia» which he told thenl bad deiccnd«d from the henyeps, the^ral^ 
1M nmiid it, and coD^piacd» 
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bined to give a ftabllity to the condition of Our touu-^ 
trjTy which, confidcring its circumlcribed means, yteMs 
in firmnefs to none* 

One of the coiife({uences of the engagement, was 
the oxigin of that fund, which in the year 1802, ac- 
cumulate^ ^o upwards of 50,0001 — The intereft <rf 
this fum is applicable to the maintenance, relief and 
education of about 650 perfons, who were either in- 
dividually fufferers,* or who had loft their wives, their 
huiband$,-or their children. At the deceafe of any of 
thefe, or when they are other wife provided for, the 
portion employed in their maintenance reverts to the 
capital, whichr naturally^ in the courfe of many peace- 
ful years, will prove a great encouragement for men 
chearfully to meet danger- in the defence of their 
country. 

Our rulers and our nation having on^ the day of 
peril been taught to whom they might look up for de-* 
fence, caufed an entire reform to take place in the mi- 
litary fyftem of the country .—Germanfif were for ever 
baniihed jour fervice, and equality has been eftabliOied 
among all, who according to. the CQnJilitution, are 
liable to ferve as fddiers.. Rich and poor indifcrimi- 
nately (hare thefe duties- After the expiration of fix 
years, (for this time muft be^ ferved,) they are entered 
in the militia, which difiers materially from that of 
other countries.— The fervice being familiar to them^ 

* According to the eftiination, made oizt by order, and under the 
lupcrkitendaace of the Admiralty, xoao perfons were killed and 
wounded in the battle, of whom xo only w^e officen^ 
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diej ate merely now and then, ezercifed at their 
homes, to proted which, they axe only to be called 
upon in future. After the 45th year of their age, 
they are no longer fubjed to the duties of iiddiers,' 
except on an emergency ^ and then to carry fuch 
arms, as their enfeebled frames will allow them, for 
Inftance, fcythes, forks, &c.— Thus a force 6f up- 
wards of 70,000 are conftantly ready, which added to 
the regular army and volunteers in war time, give 
Denmark the protedHon of about 200,000 men, who 
headed by a Prince like theirs, wUl leave nothing for 
Denmark to fear from invafion. 

But the improvements which the navy, out raoft 
important branch of defence, has received, Aurpafs all 
expe£iation. In order to enable the reader to forta 
fome idea, how far 1 am juftitied in this exprelBon, I 
ihall endeavour to fet before htm a iketeh of the ftate 
and increafe of the Danifli navy fince 1796. 

In that year Capt. Hohlenberg was appointed con-^ 
ftrudor of the Royal Navy, he had* travelled through 
the principal maritime countries of Europe, ^nd im- 
proved his natural genius, not cmty by obferving the 
different methods purfued in the navies and dt>ck* 
yards of England, France, and Holland, but by even 
aflifting in the work him(elf. This precaution ena^ 
bled him to difcern the good, and rejed the bad. 
Thus he returned to Denmark, furniflied with every 
requifite to put his extenfive plans into execution. 
The Prince Royal neither undervalued nor overrated 
the talents of Mr* Hohlenberg, but zealoufly affifted 
his projeA, till experience fhould either confirm or 
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(^ndcmn it. the Naiad of S6 guns, (the fhip I have 
mentioned in my tour) was the firft veffcl Hohten- 
terg built.— The able madner, in which (he failed, 
added to the excellent efieft, with which flie encoun- 
tered the Tripolitans, naturally raifed the expedations 
of Mr. Hohlenberg*s talents to the higheft pitch. 

But what fublunary thing is not liable to change^ 
and what more fo than public commendation ? Mn 
Hohleiiberg next con(lru£ied the White Eagle, a 
floop of w^r of 28 guns. Tki& vefTel went to the Me- 
diierranean in 1798« Unfortunately fhe had.noop- 
portunity to diftinguifli hcrfelf, but by combatihg the 
elements, which her gallant crew firmly braved in the 
bay of Naples.* ' But what id a vidtory without blood* 
ibed ? Some time after the floop met with a fatal 
difafier, the nature of which is not known ; all hands 
mud have periibed, as no account of them has ever 
been receiyed from any quarter. Mr. Hbhlenherg's 
Naiad was now qnite forgotten, the White Eagle, oc« 
cupted every one's mind. Mr. Hoblenbcrg's enemies 
contended that the lofs of the (loop was to be attri- 
buted folely to the daring plan upon which (lie was 
built.f. Their murmurs had hitherto ^been filenced,^ 
as the Naiad^ built on the fame plan, evidently an- 
fwered every purpofe j but they had now acquired an 
opportunity of gratifying thek malignity, as they 
could clearly prove, that Mr. Hohlenberg's plan was 

• I am not certain, whether it wis not off Leghorn - 

f Mr. Kohlenberg builds his veiTels extremely iharp in the bdl- 

torn, narrow behind, and with rigging confiderably loftier than •thor 

(hips of war. 
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not cakalated to ptefenre his flitps from being upfet/ 
caft away, or accidenta}ly burnt. 

The next eflbrtof Capt. Kohlenberg was the Swan, 
a fchooncr, of 10 guns j (he was caft aws^y in the Bal- 
tic, but the crew were fortunately faved. 

He had in the mean time laid down the Norway, 
74, and in the interval frona 179^ to 1800, completed 
the Viftory, 64, and the Valdemar, 84, which were 
built on the old plan of Commodore Stibolt. 

In. 1800, the aftivity in the naval department at- 
tained its zenith of glory. Government purchafed 
immenfe loads of timber in Pomerania, which receiv- 
ed an unerpedied addition from a large quantity of 
oak, that had been contraftcd for by a Mr. Echardt, 
on account of Sweden. It is ncedlefs to dwell on the 
reafons, that may have induced the government of that 
country, in which no Ihips of force have been built 
fince the war with the^ RuiBans, not to fulfil an en- 
gagement of fuch a nature. The amount of the tim- 
ber was calculated at about 800,000 dollars, Mr. 
Hohlenberg had now materials iti abundance, and in 
the fame year he laid down and launched a number 
more (hips. 

But in order to (hew the rapid efiefi^ of this man's 
induftry, it will be necefiary for me to ftate the num- 
ber of ihips in the Daniifa navy at two oppofite given 
periods. 
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01 'TH» 



D A NI S H N A V i; 

•N fHE FIRST JULT, 1800b 



SblPS OF THE LINi. 





For Serrice. 


UnferriectH^. 




OUN8. 


eu*i8. 


1 Chriftian the Seventh, 


• • 


... 9» 


a Superb, . . • 


m. m 


... 84 


S Nepttitie, 


. t «4 




4 Valdcmar, 


. . 84 




5 Denmark, • . 


. . 74 




6 Prince Royal^ 


• • 


... 74ioDocik 


7 Princefs ^Rojral, 


. , 74 


• • 


8 Prince Frederick, 


. . 74 




9 Princcfs Sophia, . . 


. .74 




lOjuftice, % 


.' .74 




11 Odin, V. . 


. 74 




IS Skiold, 


. . 74 




IS Three Crowns, 


. .74 




14 The Northftar, 


. . 74 




15 Fmnen, 


. 74- 




i- 






Carried Oftr ^? 


. 908 


SM 



ISO 



For Sernce. Uofenriccabk. 




dtf^S. GUNS. 


Brought over . ^ 


. 908 ... 256 


16 Zealand^ . 


. . ' 7* 


17 Infocdfrcttcn, 


, r ". 6* 


18 DitmarlkeDj 


. 6* ... 


19 Princefs Louiia Angufta, 


. 64 , 


20 Danbrog, 


... 64 


21 Holltein, 


. 64 


22 ViAory, • . / . 


.64 


23 Mars, . • • 


. 6* 


24 Vagricn, 


... 6* 


25 Elephant, . • 


: ... ' 6*- 


26 Soundi 


... 64, 


27 Jutland, 


m ••• 64 


28 Princefs Vilhclmina, • 


... 64 


FRIGATES. 


29 Frcya, , . 


. ♦♦ 


30 Mermaid, « • 


. ♦♦ 


31 Thetis, • • 


. 4* 


32 Iris, . .^ 


.' 44. 


33 Naiad, . 


. St 


34 FredericksTaem, 


.36 


35 St. Thomas, 


. 86 


SLOOP. 




36 Triton, . . 


. 24 




■«■ 1 1 ' ,1 1 i 


Carried over 


. 161# 7M 
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Fpr Service^ Unferviccable. 

GUNS. GUNS. 



BBilGS. 



Brought over . . .1610 ... 


704 


37 Lougen, . m • * 18 




38 Sarpen, . . . • 18 




39 Nid-Elven, , . . .18 




40 Glommen, . .' , •" 1^ 




41 Flying Tifh, * . .16 


« 


PRAMES. 




42 Nyeborg, . .' . 


20 


43 Aggerfliuus^ ., .. . U. 


20 


44 Rendsborgi . . 


20 


FLOATING 8ATTEEIES. 




45 Shark, , . • ;. 


Iff 


46 Scahorfc, 


18 


47 Sawfifli, . . . • 


18 


48 No; 1, . 


24 


BOMB. 




49 Afiiftance, 


20 


CUTTER. 




50 Defence, . . . . 16 





GeK-BOATS. 

V 

Eleven at 2 guns each, .^**^ . . 
The Dragon, Zebeck, 



22 



Total Number of guns on 1 j^^^ g, 
flups-fit for fervicc 5 * 



2e 



^5 



^3 



ST. 



^ ^ 



'^^^^^^A'^ 
"^^** 



^^ JV -* 

'^'^^n 7802. 



1 iSTeptune, 

^ ^Denmark, 

^ I^rince Royal, 
^^^Prinoefs Royal, 
"^ I*rince Frederick, 
^ I^ri ncefs Sophia, 
O Juftice, 

1 1 Skzioia, . 

1 2 'FHree Crowns, 
1^ Funen, 

14* N'orth Star, 

13 Frincers Lou i fa Aug 

1 7 JVf ars, 

18 II>itmar£ken, 



(la. 



Carried ov< 
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On thejlochsy nearly reudy to be launched. 

Fit for Sonrice. 



Brought over . . 

19 XI!hri(lian the Seventh, 

20 Name unknown, 

FRIGATES, 

21 Freya, 

22 R^a, 

23 IVmmaid, 

24 Thetis, . . 

25 Iris, 

26 Frederickfvacrn, ' . 
*2l A frigate on the {locks, 

SLOOPS, 

28 Frcdericksfteen, 

29 Triton. 

30 The Little Belt, 

31 Fylla, . . » 

32 The Elbe, . . . 

33 The Eider, 

On the Stocks. 

34 A floop of war, 

35 A ditto 

BRIGS. 

3S The Lettcr-Carrier, • 
37 Fame, 



GUNS. 

1312 
. 90 

.. 74 



44 
44 
44 

44' 
44 
3(5 
50 

28 
24 
24 
24 
18 
18 

2i 
18 

22 
22 



Carried over 



2014 



125 



Fit for Serrice 




GUNS. 


Srought over . . 


2014 


38 Lpugen> , . - . 


. 18 


39 Sarpen, . . ; 


. 18 


40 Nid-EIven, . . • 


. 18 


41 Glommen, 


. 18 


42 Flyings-fifli, . . - • 


, 16 


43 A brig on the-ftocks, 


. 22 


44 Eagle fchooner, 


. 10 


45 Eleven gun-boats. 


. 22 



2146 



FLOATING BATTERIES. 





Unferriceablo. 


46 St. Thomas, ... 

47 Shark, . . 

48 Sea-horfe, ... 

49 No. I, • . . 


CUNS. 

.. 24 
. 24 
. .24 
. 24 


On the Stocks. 




59 A floating battery, 

60 Ditto, . . 


, 24 
. 18 


BOMB. 




61 Affiftance, 

62 Dragon, Zebeck, 


. 20 
. 20 




178 


%:'-" 
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Thus on the lil of July> 1800, (hips fit for fervlce 
carried 1736 guns, and thofe unfit 882.. On the 1ft 
of July 1802, the fliips fit for fervice carried 21*6 
guns, aud thofe unfit 178. 

Confequently Denmark, within the fhort fpace of. 
two years, increafed its a£lual naval force 410 guns j 
while the number of guns, on Ihips incapable of actual 
fervice amounted to no more than 178. 

As our force increafed, it became our next duty to * 
provide able officers. In the year 1 800, the Royal 
Naval Academy contained only 60 midftiipmen, 3^ of 
whom every fummer went on a praftical excurfion 
on board a frigate to the Baltic,, and the remaining ** 
SO failed to the North Sea. But in 1802, t)ieir num- 
ber was augmented to 120, and we had the gratifica- 
tion to obferve ^he Victory of 64 guns, and the Let- 
ter-carrier, of 22 purpofely fitted out for the convey- • 
ance and inftruftion of thefe future heroes. They al- " 
ways fail under the infpedlion of Captain SneedorfF,* ^ 
principal fuperintendant of the Naval Academy. It 
is ufual for this little expedition to touch at Cron- 
ftadt, upon which occafion, the Emperor of Ruflia|' 
graciouily orders them to. Peterfburg. This courtefy • 
originated with Paul I. who, perhaps, in gratitude ^ 
for the fervices which Bering, and other Danifh fea- 
men had rendered to Ruflia, was pleafed to invite 
Captain SneedorfF and his young failors to ihe metro- 
polis, where the Emperor entertained th«n magnift^ 

• The Capttin is brother to Profeffor SneedorfF, who while iR 
England, on hi« travels, loft hi$ life by jumping out of a coach. 
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ccntly, atid gave them other diftinguilhed marks of 
royal bounty. It is faid his Majefty exprefled much 
furprife at feeing our midfliipmeu dreffed with round 
hats and ribbons in their (hoes, but Cs^t. Sneedorff 
replied, that drefs in a feaman was a feeondary confi- 
deration, he Ihould be always free from incumbrance, 
ready at the moment to mount the top^gallant malt 
head or explore the bottom of the hold The Empe- 
• ror made no reply, . but afterwards gave orders that 
his midihipmen ihould drefs in the fame way. 

Oopenhagen, the feat of all that is eflential to the 

empire, has materially benefited by thefe improve- 

" 'ments i formerly the neccffary precaution was negledl- 

ed of giving it a powerful diefence againfl: any attack 

by fca^ 

A battery called Proevefteen (the Touch-ftone) was 

. ereded in the fea, to the fouthward of the city, to 

- prevent an enemy from bombarding the dock-yards, 

and other important places. The plan of this battery 

^was laid before Chriftian VI. and approved by hirni*^ 

the 2d April, 1742 •, a rehiarkable day, as the efFedls 

' oXthat negligence which fufFered the battery to go to 

• decay, were.moft (everely felt on the fame day in 

^ 1801. 

To replace this battery, the Elephant^ the Sound, 

' and the Princefs Viihelmina were cut down, filled 

with ballaft, and grounded in the ruins to raife a 

^foundation for a new fort. TlVis undertaking.js pur- 

^ fued moft zealoufly, and a few years, will, I hope, 

exhibit as fine a battery there, as that we have to the 

north 01 the city, called the Three Crowns. This 
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laft battery waa conftrudied at the diftance of two 
miles from (hore, on the plan of our ingenious Com- 
modore Gcrner,* who dying before it was completed, 
the battery was fufFercd to go almoft, to decay ; but 
in 1801, it became an objeft of more ferious atten- 
tion. Upon the approach of the Britifh fleet, it was 
hurried into a ftate of tolerable defence, though un- 
furniihed with either brcaft-work, or powder maga- 
zine.-— However three furnaces were^ completed for 
heating balls, and the battery being fortunately made 
hke a horfe-fhoe, with a tolerably large harbour in 
the centre, (howers of (hells, which would otherwifc 
have annoyed the garrifon very materially, only 
whilUed by their ears', and burhd themfelves in the 
water. 

After the battle the Eaft India Company furniihed 
government with a large quantity of cotton, in bags, 
and many individuals colledied empty fugar bags, 
they were filled with fand, which, with the cotton 
bags, made a moft excellent breaft-work all round the 
garrifon. — In two days every thing was difpofed to • 
meet whatever danger might ocgur. 

During the armiftice of fourteen weeks, the batte- 
ry had aflumed quite a new appearance ; walls were 

• Commodore Gerner died in 1784. He invented a machine 
worked by eight horfes, which drains the Royal Dock in M hours; 
4 tafk which formerly employed 500 failors, inceffantly for three 
days, I remember once to have been in this dock with two Englift 
Sea Captains, who paid many obliging compliments to the ingenuity 
of Gerner, and fpoke in very high terms of the dock itfelf, altogether 
the labor of art; the tide* not permitting os to eftablifli fimilar 
Docks to thofc in England. 
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raifeS all around it, each gun was fitted on a new 
carriage, made after an excellent French modelj and 
bomb-proof magazines were eredled. One of thefe 
unfortunately facing before it was finilhed, two per- 
fons.were kliied, and feveral vvounjed. This unfore- 
feen accideat gave rife to a molt ludicrous paragraph, 
in an Englilh newfpaper : i* The fall of the tower of 
" the Three Crown battery at Copenhagen, on the 
<* 14th ult. which ferved for ^' powder- magai:iiue, is 
" another proof of the powerful efFecl of the fire of 
« the jflcet under. Lord Nelfon, and the dreadful con- 
** fcquences that would have enfued had the conflift 
*< been continued a longer time."* 

My reader will recollect, no magazine exifted at 
the time of the aft ion. 

The caufc of the accident remained fome time a 
fecret, till it was whifpered that the contrafting brick- 
layer had ufed fand for cement. — Stone walls were 
built in the fea, to preferve the batteries from rotting, 
and at fome little diftance, floating beams, fecured by 
, immenfe chains, furround them, fo as to render 
boarding extremely perilous, if not utterly imprafti- 
' cable. r 

A projeft has likewife been attempted for the erec- 
tion of a third battery on the fide immediately oppo- 
fite. Should this ever be accompliflied, the Danifh 
metropolis may be called the Iron City, as in the 
citadel, Frederickshavn," a line of formidable batteries 
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bavc been raifed juft above the water's edge, wkich> 
together with the ramparts, are conftrufted fo as to 
crofs their fire with the batteries in the fea, though 
the diftance confidered, certainly with no great efFeft, 
unlefs particular circumftances fhould favor thcen- 
trance of an enemy to the inner roads. 

New batteries have likewife been raifed on the new 
dock-yard and all along the coafl; of Amack, fo that if 
an enemy, fome years'hence, ifhould attempt jnaking 
any impreffion on Copenhagen by fea, would, upon 
the fmalleft computation, be welcomed with upwards 
of 500 guns, moft of which are long 36 pounders, 
independent of mortars^ that throw fhells of no lefs 
than 150 pounds weight. 

Double ramparts have been elevated, and fofles dug 
from the batteries on the fhorc of Amack, adjoining 
the Baltic, down to the Weftern gate, a diftance of 
one and a half Englifli miles. 

If every government were thus made .wife by the fe- 
verity of experience, we fhould have fewer fcenes of 
the 2d of April : for who is more dangerous than the 
lion roufed in his den ? 

Situated as we were before, and after the battle, I 
truft it will be admitted, that we could not have afted 
other wife ; if I have proved this clearly, my ta(k is 
completed. To love our Country, was a maxim tranf- 
mittcd. to us by the example of our anceftors ; but I 
may fafely affirm, that love has been increafed by the 
example we have- (hewn each other: an example 
which Chriftian 4th, Frederick 3d, Hvitfeldt, or any 
Qther patriot would have proudly fliared. Our rank 
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as a nation does not enable us to ihine with warlike 
dignity, the humble virtues of peace, therefore, dif- 
tinguiOi our fons, and be it our nobleft aim to contri- 
bute to the happinefs of each other ! If our condition 
be envied by none, it is fuch, however, as to leave us 
no room for envying that of others. 

Thus the rough 2d of April, like the overwhelm- 
ing inundation of the Nile, has left its benefits he- 
hind — benefits, which the uninterrupted calm of an 
eighty years peace, was unable to afford us. We have 
been taught confidence in each other ; we have pro- 
vided for the fafety and honour of the kingdoms ; and, 
if I may be allowed to pronounce from experience, 
we have gained the efteem and afFeftion of the Britifh 
nation. 



THE END. 
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